
U3A Railway Group visit
Tuesday 7th November 2017

NRM Locomotion, Shildon
Hitachi Train Assembly Plant, Newton Aycliffe

Skerne Bridge & Head of Steam, Darlington



8:00 am departure 
from Ilkley, picking up 
in Burley & Otley.

Detour around 
backstreets of Shildon.

Arrived NRM 
Locomotion 30 minutes 
early just after 10 am.





After 40 U3A members raided the café for bacon 
sandwiches and coffee, we split into two groups to 
visit the exhibits and the workshop.  Excellent guides 
enthusiastically explained and answered questions.





Timothy Hackworth (1786 – 1850) with the 
original Sans Pareil of 1829





The replica Sans Pareil is a 
working loco, built in 1979 
by apprentices at British 
Rail's Shildon workshop.

It was first steamed in April 
1980 for the 150th 
anniversary of the Rainhill
trials.  The replica and 
original of Sans Pareil have 
been together since 
Locomotion Shildon opened 
in 2004



The oldest coach preserved at NRM 
Locomotion dating from 1840







Mark 1 Intercity 
Coach, built by BR 
in 1950s and 
widely used today 
by heritage 
railways



Southern 2 Car 
Electric Train set 
with corridor access 
to compartments.



Royal Train 
carriage used by 
Edward V11







Cross Channel 
Sleeping Car





The APT-E was an 
experimental tilting train 
developed by British Rail 
during the 1970's and early 
1980's. 

Powered by gas turbines, the 
APT-E achieved a new British 
railway speed record when on 
1975 it hit 152.3 mph (245 
km/h).  After several delays, 
funding its entry into service 
became increasingly difficult 
and the project was 
eventually moth-balled.





The LNER Class V2 2-6-2 
4771 Green Arrow was 
built in June 1936 for the 
London and North Eastern 
Railway (LNER) at 
Doncaster Works to a 
design of Nigel Gresley.

The first-built and only 
surviving member of its 
class, it was designed for 
hauling express freight and 
passenger trains.





Fireless steam locomotive, 0-4-
0F No 1 "Imperial", built by 
Andrew Barclay & Sons, 
Kilmarnock in 1956, worked at 
Imperial Paper Mills, Gravesend



Class 7 Freight 
Made in Britain for 
South Africa



North Eastern No.1 is a 
pioneering electric loco 
from 1904. The North 
Eastern Railway was an 
enthusiastic and early 
adopter of electric 
traction for railways and 
the birth of No.1 came 
about from needing a 
non-steam solution to 
tackle steep gradients 
between Trafalgar Yard in 
Manors to Newcastle 
Quayside Yard. 





The Black 5 is a maid of all 
work - from express trains 
to goods trains all across the 
country, this loco was a real 
hard-working all-rounder.

The NRM example is 
displayed at the head of a 
representative selection of 
royal coaches.



Class 5 Piston & 
Running gear



Class 5 
Capacious Cab





In the workshop a London commuter train 
carriage is being restored for eventual display 
at York NRM.





Can the interior of a carriage door be that 
interesting?  Yes it can!!!







A railway museum?



Group one go by 
coach to the new 
Hitachi Train 
Assembly Plant at 
nearby Newton 
Aycliffe









Finished 
ScotRail Unit



800 series on test track





Group two 
departed Shildon
by 1:30 pm train to 
Darlington New 
Road.

A short walk to 
view Skerne Bridge 
followed by a visit 
Darlington Head of 
Steam Museum



Skerne Bridge –
known colloquially 
as the £5 note 
bridge – is the 
oldest passenger 
railway bridge in 
the world in 
continuous use 
dating back to the 
opening of the 
Stockton & 
Darlington Railway 
in 1825



Stephenson’s 
Locomotion No.1



Obligatory group 
photo next to the 
original urinals in 
the Victorian 
gentleman’s toilet.

Our enthusiastic 
guide is taking 
centre stage. 



A superb sunset 
from the coach 
window on the 
way home.

Arrived back in 
Ilkley at 5:30 pm.


