
Ilkley U3A Railway Group Visit to Darlington

Tuesday 17th April 2018



39 members departed by 
coach early morning 
from Addingham, Ilkley, 
Burley and Otley.

Coffee and toilets on 
arrival at Head of Steam 
Museum, Darlington 
ahead of a busy and 
varied visit.



Head of Steam museum is located on the 
1825 route of the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway, which was the world's first steam-
powered passenger railway.







Happily no pictures were submitted of the visit to the toilets

But these are fine examples of those used by the original visitors to 
the station.





A walk across the field 
to the Hopetown 
Carriage works built 
for the Stockton & 
Darlington Railway



The A1 Trust occupies the left side of the building.
The North Eastern Locomotive Preservation Group occupies the right side.

Our group split in two to visit each of these areas in turn.



Building a new Gresley class P2 No. 2007 Prince of Wales
An extract from the A1 Trust Web site

The Gresley class P2 2-8-2 ‘Mikados’ were the most powerful express passenger locomotives to 
operate in the UK. They were designed by Sir Nigel Gresley to haul 600 ton trains on the 
arduous Edinburgh to Aberdeen route. Sadly, the design was never fully developed and they 
were scrapped by 1961.

No. 2001 Cock o’ the North entered traffic in May 
1934 and was fitted with a Crosby chime whistle 
that had been presented to Gresley some years 
before.

The official press launch took place at King’s Cross 
on the 1st June 1934 and in the following few days 
the locomotive was displayed at Ilford, Aberdeen 
and Edinburgh with people flocking to see the new 
locomotive.



As the builders of new main line steam locomotive No. 
60163 Tornado, we have decided to set ourselves a new 
challenge: to develop, build and operate an improved 
Gresley class P2 Mikado steam locomotive for main line 
and preserved railway use.

We use the latest computer aided design and modelling 
techniques to realise the potential of the original design 
and estimate that No. 2007 Prince of Wales will cost 
around £5m to build over a 7-10 year period.



Our guide was David 
Elliott, Trustee and 
Director of Engineering 
of The A1 Steam 
Locomotive Trust.

Absolutely fascinating 
explanations of the 
challenges being faced 
and how they are being 
addressed.

A real privilege to see 
behind the scenes of 
this exciting project.



Gemma Braithwaite 
(who helped to 
organise our visit) 
demonstrates the 
computer aided 
design used to plan 
the build of the new 
locomotive.



How it used to be done!















Note the whistle. Testing its tone under steam will
involve taking the locomotive to a remote location on
a heritage railway to save upsetting the locals!



Bolts not rivets









Making the trims to edge to the cab.



The North Eastern Locomotive 
Preservation Group (NELPG) was 
formed in 1966 with the aim of 
preserving some of the steam 
locomotives still working in the 
North East of England.

Norman Crocket, a long term 
volunteer at NELPG was our guide.

The contrast between left and right 
side of Hopetown was particularly 
striking.



At the time of our visit only
one engine was in the works
for restoration.

The N.E.R. E1 Class of
locomotive is unique in that it
was constructed over a period
of 54 years, by 3 different
railway companies.

69023 became the only
survivor when it was
purchased by Mr. R. Ainsworth
for preservation and delivered
to the Keighley and Worth
Valley Railway in 1969.



















Number and date 
on the wheels with 
close inspection!























Back to Head of Steam for a buffet lunch
before splitting again. One group off the
Hitachi Train Assembly Plant at Newton
Aycliffe and the other to visit Skerne bridge
and the exhibits in the museum.



Sarah from the Head of Steam Museum leads the walk to Skerne Bridge and highlights points 
of interest along the way







As depicted on the back of an old fiver

















Back in the museum, 
a chance to see more 
fascinating items and 
revisit some of our 
own memories















































The second group visited the Hitachi Train Assembly
Plant at Newton Aycliffe. Our guide for the visit was
Nina Harding, Communications Manager.

We all left with a far greater knowledge and
understanding of the work undertaken at Newton
Aycliffe, and a high respect for the positive culture
which obviously runs through the company.

The long term commitment to the training of many
young people from the local area through
sponsorship of a technical college was particularly
impressive.



The body shells arrive at Teesside Port from 
Japan and taken by road to Newton Aycliffe.

Vehicles assembled on site include Class 800s 
for Great Western Railway and Class 385s for 
ScotRail with Class 800s shortly to commence 
construction for use on East Coast mainline.

The plant took 665 days from the start of 
construction to opening in 2015 and now 
employs over 1,100 staff over two shifts.

Everything was ordered and clean.  Safety 
and efficiency was evident everywhere.







Photography was 
restricted but we 
were allowed to take 
some overview shots.

We were not able to 
inspect a finished 
vehicle as they were 
all undergoing tests.












