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38 members split into 
two groups for a 
walking tour of this 
charming town

Our guides on a 
glorious sunny day 
were Ted Naisbitt and 
David Tucker in 
association with the 
Thirsk Tourist Office



Yes, even the drain covers were of interest.

The firm of A.C. Bamlett established in Thirsk to 
manufacture mowers and reapers in 1857.  Adam 
Bamlett 1835-1912 was a farmer, turned 
inventor. 

He applied himself to the design of mowers and 
reapers after seeing the trial of reapers at the 
Yorkshire Agricultural Show in 1858. He thought 
the implements shown there were unsatisfactory 
and decided to improve upon them. His first 
machine, a swath-delivery reaper, was shown at 
the Royal Agricultural Society’s Show at Warwick 
in 1859.  The firm also made drain covers!



Hannah Packer was born in Thirsk in 1841.  After the sudden death of her husband, she moved 

to Liverpool becoming a nurse and in 1879 Matron.  She became Matron of York County 

Hospital where she met Dr Davidson.

They went to work in some of the

poorest regions of Uruguay.

There was then a Civil War and

Hannah and Dr Davidson set up

an emergency hospital, which

received a commendation from

the International Red Cross.

Hannah Packer brought professional nursing to Uruguay.
She is revered in Minas de Corales and the local hospital has been renamed in her honour.



John Gilbert Baker lost his books and botanical collection in a house fire. The disaster
prompted him to seek a post at Kew where he achieved an eminent position and high honours
in his field of study. The plaque was unveiled in 2005 by Professor Simon Owens who, like his
renowned predecessor, is keeper of the Herbarium at Kew.





Our guide explains
this was the site of a
12th century castle in
Thirsk, built by Robert
de Mowbray but the
castle was destroyed
by Henry 11 in 1176.



Thomas Lord was a cricketer and shrewd businessman. His home is now Thirsk Museum. He
had come to London in order to remake the family fortune, which had been lost in Jacobite
Rebellion, and was employed at the White Conduit Club in Islington as a practice bowler and
groundsman. In 1787, a group of noblemen at the club approached Lord, seeking a more
private location to play their cricket. A year later, the newly-formed Club laid down a Code of
Laws which were adopted throughout the game. MCC today remains the custodian and
arbiter of Laws relating to cricket around the world.



This was once a single dwelling, timber framed, 
thatched and with an earth floor. 



Lunch was taken at “The Three Tuns”, part of the Wetherspoon chain.

Around 1740, the Dower House, in the Market Place, was adapted for use as a coaching inn. At 
that time, it was Thirsk’s only coaching inn and had the monopoly for many years. The London, 
Edinburgh, Newcastle, Leeds and Darlington coaches all used the Three Tuns Hotel for bed and 
breakfast. The original mangers, stalls and hay lofts for the horses may still be seen at the yard, 
behind the pub.



Thirsk Hall

Owned from the 15th century

by the Earls of Derby, the Manor

of Thirsk was sold in 1723 to a

local landowner, Ralph Bell.



The parish church of St
Mary's is a wonderful
medieval building, full of
historic interest.

The church is almost
entirely a product of the
15th century, but sections
of the tower may be as old
as the 12th century.

The east window of the
south aisle has large
fragments of medieval
stained glass gathered
from other windows in the
church.



In November 2016, the church was covered with handmade poppies as part of the
Remembrance Day celebrations in Thirsk. Local people created a more than 40,000 knitted or
crocheted poppies to decorate the town, with the main display consisting of a "river" of
poppies flowing from the top of St Mary's Church, down the side and then across the wall of
the church's cemetery



These grooves were
apparently made by
local men sharpening
their weapons before
marching into battle
in the Civil War.





This display in the church commemorates the 
link between Thirsk and the Magna Carta.

On 5th March 2015 the Mayor of Thirsk, Mrs 
Janet Watson received this copy of the Charter 
from the Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire.

Attending the presentation to Thirsk was Lord
Mowbray, the titular successor to William de
Mowbray, one of the 25 barons who
negotiated with King John at Runnymede.



James Alfred "Alf" Wight was born in Sunderland in 
1916, and raised in Glasgow. He came to Thirsk in 1940, 
where he worked out of a veterinary surgery at 23 
Kirkgate.  Alf Wight died in 1995.



In 1970 Wight published the first of his 8 full
length books of the life and misadventures of a
fictional vet named James Herriot. They proved
enormously popular with a worldwide audience.

Despite his success as an author, Wight 
continued practicing as a veterinarian. His 
former surgery is now The World of James 
Herriot, an award-winning museum 
dedicated to Wight's life and writings.







A 4000 piece archive showcasing 

veterinary instruments from the past 

to the modern day. It is the largest 
collection in the world.






