
Shoddy & Mungo

The area was one of the key textile centres in Yorkshire, famed for its production of
"shoddy and mungo". For years companies had tried to blend different fibres
without success leading to the term, "munt go", i.e. "mustn't go" as a Yorkshire
colloquialism. Machinery invented in Batley to grind soft rags (shoddy) were
devised in 1813, and for hard rags (mungo) in 1835.

These recycled fibres were much cheaper than new wool and made excellent
blankets, coats and uniforms

The boom of the Shoddy Industry helped increase the population from 4566 in
1801 to 30,000 by 1890. The water powered mills along the valley bottom later
changed to steam power with the development of the coal mines, so much so that
by 1870 there were 40 coal mines within three miles of the town centre.



Transport Links

In 1770, a short branch of the Calder and Hebble Navigation was completed, 
linking Dewsbury to the canal system giving access to Manchester and Hull.  The 
town benefited economically from the canal, its location at the heart of the Heavy 
Woollen District, and its proximity to coal mines.

The railway arrived in 1848 when Dewsbury Wellington Road railway station on the 
London and North Western Railway opened; this is the only station which remains 
open. Other stations were Dewsbury Central on the Great Northern Railway which 
closed in 1964 and Dewsbury Market Place on the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway which closed in 1930.







Demographics

According to the 2011 census the Dewsbury urban sub-area had a population of 
62,945. 

The town has a large Asian community. Savile Town and Ravensthorpe are 
populated mainly by Muslims of Indian and Pakistani origin.  In recent years, there 
has also been an immigration of Iraqi Kurds and Hungarians into the town.

The Dewsbury Moor, Ravensthorpe and Chickenley areas are classed among the 
10% most deprived areas in the UK. The majority of houses in the town are in the 
cheapest band for council tax, for house prices are amongst the lowest in the 
country.



Recent history
Dewsbury was labelled "the town that dare not speak its name" after high-profile 
crimes brought it into the media spotlight.

In June 2005, a girl of 12 was charged with grievous bodily harm after attempting 
to hang a five-year-old boy from Chickenley.  Mohammad Sidique Khan, ringleader 
of the group responsible for the 7 July 2005 London bombings, lived in Lees Holm. 

On 19 February 2008, Shannon Matthews, a nine-year-old girl from the Moorside
Estate, was reported missing. After a 24-day hunt which attracted huge media and 
public attention nationally, she was found hidden in a flat in the Batley Carr area 
on 14 March 2008.  Her mother Karen Matthews, along with Michael Donovan, 
the uncle of her step-father Craig Meehan, were later found guilty of abduction 
and false imprisonment and both jailed for eight years, as part of a plot to claim 
the reward money.



Early history

In Anglo-Saxon times, Dewsbury was a centre of considerable importance. The 
ecclesiastical parish of Dewsbury encompassed Huddersfield, Mirfield and 
Bradford. Ancient legend records that in 627 Paulinus, the first Bishop of York, 
preached here on the banks of the River Calder.

Dewsbury Minster

Lies near the River Calder, traditionally on the site where Paulinus preached. 
Some of the visible stonework in the nave is Saxon, and parts of the church also 
date to the 13th century. The tower houses "Black Tom", a bell which is rung 
each Christmas Eve, one toll for each year since Christ's birth, known as the 
"Devil's Knell", a tradition dating from the 15th century.  Patrick Bronte was 
curate here from 1809 -1811.





Built in 1846 in Georgian style, celebrating the centenary of Dewsbury's first 
Methodist Society.  John Wesley visited the area at least five times between 
1742 and 1760.  Local people, inspired by his preaching, founded the Society 
with support from John Nelson of Birstall. 



Built in 1843 by the National Society for the Education of the Poor, this was 
Dewsbury's second 'National School'. 
The Pancake Dog on the roof, taken from the old vicarage in the 1880s, is 
alleged to jump down for his pancake when the bell is rung on Shrove Tuesday







Barclays Bank
The Mirfield & West Riding Union Bank moved to these new premises in the 
middle of the 1870's, and has remained there ever since, although the names have 
changed somewhat, Lancashire and Yorkshire Bank at the turn of the century, 
Martins Bank took over the concern in 1930 until Barclays Bank took over Martins 
in the late 1960's and still remains today as Barclays. 

The wealth generated within the textile industry meant that any bank did 
exceptionally well in this period of ever increasing prosperity in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire.  The architectural style of the bank reflected this, it is in a Renaissance 
Palazzo style, coursed local ashlar stone, with square edged filigree decorated 
quoin stones and voussoirs to the window arches decorated alternately with the 
heads of St George and Britannia below a heavily overhanging cornice and string 
course. There is one 'Ram's Head' over the original corner entrance to the bank, 
this signified the prosperity upon which the bank was founded, the wool trade.





















Town Hall  The plans were drawn up by Holtom and Fox in the early 1880's, the 
design pulls together a large and varying number of different spatial requirements 
into a classical style building. The building was modelled on Leeds Town Hall.  Local 
ashlar stone in used at a cost of £40,000

The foundation stone was laid in October 1886, and officially opened at 11.30am 
on Tuesday 17th of September 1889 by the Mayor of the time, Alderman John 
Walker J.P. of Lees House, Dewsbury. The opening day was declared a general 
holiday in the town, and created much pomp and ritual, with all the local 
dignitaries attending the function, there were also several brass bands playing 
music to accompany the opening ceremonies.

Inside, the Victoria Hall is the town's main concert venue. The courtroom has 
featured in many television dramas including Emmerdale and Touch of Frost. The 
"Yorkshire Ripper" was held in the cells here after his arrest. 





This railway station was the third station to be opened in Dewsbury on September 
9th 1874, coming after the Midland line in 1848 and the L&Y in 1867.

From 1923 it was owned by the London North Eastern Railway. In 1951 it was 
named Central Station by British Railways. After its closure in 1964, the building 
decayed until its façade was incorporated into the Ring Road which crosses here

The station operated for passengers for exactly ninety years, closing on September 
5th 1964. The passenger business of the railway was conducted within the lofty 
ground floor booking hall, from here an impressive flight of stairs led up to a 
central island style platform. 

From here travellers could join the line en-route from Bradford (Adolphus Street) 
to Wakefield (Westgate) with subsequent rail connections to London. 







The local market once 
consisted of 400 stalls and 
was one of the 
busiest[citation needed] 
in Yorkshire and in years 
gone by drew coach-loads 
of visitors to the town. 
Wednesdays and 
Saturdays are the normal 
market days with the 
popular flea market on 
Fridays.





Machell’s Shoddy and Mungo Mill

This imposing building is a real landmark in the city – and on the train journey. 

The Machell Brothers moved their shoddy and mungo business from Bradford 
Road to Cloth Hall Mills in 1874. Portrait busts of Robert Fletcher Machell and his 
brother William, together with Cobden and Disraeli, adorn the office frontage. 

William was mayor of Dewsbury in 1880 – 1882.  The flats are really popular and 
“are changing the image of this mill town into a chic place”, according to Dewsbury 
Chamber of Trade. A good example of recycling and re-purposing.











Dewsbury Pioneer Buildings .  Later known as the Co op.  The Central Stores 
were designed by Holtom and Fox and opened in 1880.  Departmental shops 
were on the ground floor; library, conversation rooms and offices on the first 
floor and an Industrial Hall (1500 seats) on the second floor. Further extensions 
northward were added in 1896 and 1914, the latter in a flamboyant Baroque 
style. The Hall was converted to a cinema in 1922. 





The start of this work is a key milestone in the wider North Kirklees Growth Zone,  
which aims to transform Dewsbury and the surrounding towns,  by creating 
opportunities for local people to develop the skills that will enable them to secure 
sustainable jobs. 

The redevelopment of Pioneer House, is also the ‘critical project’ of the Dewsbury 
Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI), a £3.7m regeneration programme which is 
jointly funded by Kirklees Council and the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and is a clear 
indication of our ambition to transform Dewsbury.

The development of Dewsbury Learning Quarter;  Pioneer Centre and the colleges 
second new site across the ring road at the old Safeway site (Springfield Centre), 
will provide young people with quality skills to compete for the high quality jobs 
that will be on offer in the future.  It will bring  2500 students closer to the town 
centre, providing town centre businesses with increased footfall on a daily basis










