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What is this plant? 
Why is it significant 

for this topic?



There’s a huge range of art inspired by flowers

Van Gogh

Charles Rennie Mackintosh



Monet

Georgia O’Keefe



BOTANICAL ILLUSTRATION is essentially a portrait of a 

plant and developed as a tool to support scientific studies, 

rather than an art form in its own right.

Botanical illustration is the art of depicting the form, colour, and details of plant 
species, frequently in watercolour paintings. They must be scientifically accurate 
but often also have an artistic component and may be printed with a botanical 
description in books, magazines, and other media or sold as a work of art. Often 
composed in consultation with a scientific author, their creation requires an 
understanding of plant morphology and access to specimens and references.

Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watercolor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plant_morphology


Blackberry. (Vienna) Dioscurides, early sixth century

Early beginnings 

In herbals etc 

Needed to identify useful or 
dangerous plants – both by 
description and drawings

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackberry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna_Dioscurides


Manuscripts



Hortus Sanitatis (The Garden of Health)  
(1485 – 1490)

A female Mandrake in fruit

Printed in Mainz 1491

Mixture of science and myth

Herbals were the first plant books to be printed. 



John Gerard (1545 – 1612)
Nantwich, Cheshire

The Herball or General Historie of 
Plantes 1597



BASILIUS BESLER (1561 – 1629)
Nurnburg

HORTUS EYSTETTENSIS (1610)



Dutch Tulipomania –
C17th Netherlands

Unknown artist



JOSEPH BANKS 

he took part in Captain James Cook's first great 
voyage (1768–1771), visiting Brazil, Tahiti, and 
after 6 months in New Zealand, Australia, 
returning to immediate fame. He held the position 
of president of the Royal Society for over 41 years.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Cook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_voyage_of_James_Cook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society




Joseph Banks – continued.



C19th Botanical Illustrations





Beatrix Potter (1866 – 1943)
Mycologist







The Shirley Sherwood Collection and 
Gallery at Kew Gardens –
opened 2008

(b 1933)













Pandora Sellars

Arum Cyrenaicum 1988

Calla Lily



Pandora Sellars

Glory Lily 1990





MARIANNE NORTH
(1830 –1890) was a prolific English Victorian biologist and botanical 

artist, notable for her plant and landscape paintings, her extensive 

foreign travels, her writings, her plant discoveries and the creation of her 

gallery at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

In 14 years, she visited 15 countries

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botanical_illustrator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Botanic_Gardens,_Kew


In 1878, on her return to 

Britain, North exhibited a 

number of her drawings in 

London. She offered to give 

the collection to the Royal 

Botanic Gardens at Kew, and 

to erect a gallery to house 

them. 

This offer was accepted, and 

the new buildings, designed 

by James Fergusson, were 

begun that year.

On display for the opening 

of the gallery were 800 oil 

on cardboard paintings, 

which represented twenty 

years of North's life and 

travels.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Botanic_Gardens,_Kew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Fergusson_(architect)


Kew Gardens claims 

that the North 

Gallery (situated in 

the east section of 

the gardens) is "the 

only permanent solo 

exhibition by a 

female artist in 

Britain". 

In 2008 Kew 

obtained a 

substantial grant 

from the National 

Lottery, which 

enabled it to mount a 

major restoration of 

both the gallery and 

the paintings inside.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Lottery_(United_Kingdom)


Plants within their natural landscape














