
Summer 2020 Programme: Zoom into Summer 

How odd it feels that we will not be able to get together in person this year to enjoy our 
Summer Programme - but we are still able to enjoy each other’s company on line and we do 
hope you will join us. We shall be meeting on Zoom for all the events listed below. 

Using Zoom to meet and to enjoy talks and presentations is straightforward. 

Not all of our programme is on Zoom. Select here to visit the Summer Programme forum 

and find details of additional contributions from members including: 

 A visit to Hilary Barrett’s kitchen to see her make mouthwatering pizza 

 Browse Anne Eady’s “Classic Book jackets of the 20th Century.” 

We are asking members to provide just one snap that captures a moment of your lockdown 

experience.  Select here to see submissions so far. You can take the photo with any 

camera or mobile device. Use this link to email your photo to Mary Podesta. Add a ten-

word (or less) explanation of the story behind your photograph and we will add your 

contribution to the gallery. 

Now to the online programme.  Booking for all of these events will be as in previous years. 
Just scroll down the front page of our website to find the list of Forthcoming Events. Click on 
the event that interests you for more information and booking help.  All events are expected 
to last approximately an hour unless otherwise stated. 

Thursday 2nd July 2.30 p.m. 

Ilkley in 1870 – an early postcard miscellany 
Speaker: Mike Dixon 

Conventional ‘picture postcards’ did not appear until the early 20th century. In Ilkley, 
however, John Shuttleworth - an enterprising and prolific publisher of postcards, produced 
in the 1900’s a series of cards illustrated with photographs of the local scene taken in the
1860’s. They form a unique record of the village on the cusp of rapid expansion. I have 
been collecting postcards, and other images, of Ilkley for over 40 years and the 
Shuttleworth postcards are undoubtedly at the heart of the photographic record. They 
reveal aspects of Ilkley’s early development that would be completely neglected in many 
other small Yorkshire towns. My presentation on Ilkley in 1870 capitalises on this unique 
photographic record. 

Tuesday 7th July 10 a.m. 
Singing for Pleasure 

Led by Brian Mason. Administrator Robin Morley 
The Singing for Pleasure summer event is usually an opportunity to meet members of the 
choir and to gain an impression of what we do. Sadly, with the COVID-19 outbreak our 
physical meeting have had to stop but we are still meeting by Zoom on a weekly basis. 

You are invited to join us in one of our regular sessions and will be supplied, beforehand, 
with a copy of our music booklet. This is the property of the group and in due course you 
will expected to return it. 

The Summer School is a sampler session to give, as best we can, some idea of what we do 
in a typical session. Sadly, you will be singing on your own against initially a keyboard then, 
where suitable music is available, singing with a large choir or orchestra. 

A little bit about the group. The Singing for Pleasure group meets to sing and enjoy music. 
We sing music from the 13th to the 20th century, some serious some less so and from 
many countries. Members are actively encouraged to suggest new works. 

Musical knowledge is always useful, but the group is open to anyone who enjoys singing. 

https://ilkleyu3a.org/Summer-Programme-Picture-Gallery
mailto:mezzapod@gmail.com
https://ilkleyu3a.org/summer-programme-forum


Thursday 9th July 2.30 p.m.  

Sir Bernard Lovell - Part one 
Speaker: André Botherway 

Sir Bernard Lovell and his iconic radio telescope at Jodrell Bank were daily news items in 
the 50's and 60's as the competition between Russia and America for the first man in 
space hotted up. But few people know that Lovell's wartime contribution was even more 
important. Part one of his fascinating life up to and including the wartime years forms the 
content of this presentation. 

 
Tuesday 14th July 2.30 p.m. 
Global to Local Water Security: the Need for a Holistic Approach 
Speaker: Roger Falconer 

The talk will introduce some challenges of global water security (i.e. water availability and 
quality) and highlight the growing challenges of climate change, increasing population 
growth, floods, droughts and pollution. Examples will be given as to how western cultures 
can have a significant impact on water security for citizens living in less well-developed 
parts of the world. Small changes in our behaviour could have a significant impact on 
water security in many developing countries, improving the quality of life of so many fellow 
citizens. The need for a holistic approach to water management, will be discussed at the 
local river and coastal basin scale with examples of studies of the Ribble river basin and 
the Fylde Coast including Blackpool. 

 
Thursday 16th July 2.30 p.m. 
A virtual tour of Bradford Guide: John Hancock 

Join the Northern Towns group on a virtual visit to Bradford. See some stunning 19th 
century architecture dating back to a time when this was one of the wealthiest places in 
England. In the real World it is only a 30-minute train ride away so maybe this will inspire 
you to take a trip when life returns to normal. 

 
Tuesday 21st July 2.30p.m 

Sir Bernard Lovell - Part two 
Speaker: André Botherway 

Sir Bernard Lovell and his iconic radio telescope at Jodrell Bank were daily news items in 
the 50's and 60's as the competition between Russia and America for the first man in 
space hotted up. Part 2 of his fascinating life is covered in this presentation. 

 
Thursday 23rd July 2.30 p.m. 
Worse things happen at sea 

Cruise ships and Ferries; how safe and polluting are you on these ships? 
Speaker: Marten Koopmans 

Are you considering going on a cruise or on a ferry (again)? Did you ever wonder how safe 
these ships are? How do these ships stay upright? Are there enough lifeboats? You might 
also want to know what pollution such a trip would create. What is being done to improve 
safety of these ships and to reduce pollution? All this will be frankly answered by probably 
the only naval architect in Ilkley 



Tuesday 28th July 2.30 p.m. 
Building a low-carbon home 
Speaker: Pamela Pearce 

Pamela will share with us her experience of planning, building and living in a low carbon 
home. 

 
Thursday 30th July 2.30 p.m. 
The Periodic Table 

Speaker: Dave Bullock 

2019 was the 150th anniversary of the creation of The Periodic Table of Elements by 
Dimitri Mendeleev.  The PowerPoint presentation covers the history leading up to 
Mendeleev's Periodic Table containing 63 elements and then its expansion to the latest 
version with 118 elements. 

 
Thursday day 6th August 7p.m. 

Lockdown Lines: Poetry Open Mic. 
U3A Poetry Writing Group. Contact Peter Speller. 

A poetic interlude with the U3A Poetry Writing group. Join us to listen. Bring a glass of 
wine. Even better bring some of your own poetry to read. You will be among friends. 

 
Tuesday 11th August 2.30 p.m. 
Face to Face Stuart Campbell talks with Stuart Hyde 

You may remember enjoying Stuart Campbell’s interviews with some of our founder 
members during our 20th anniversary year. He is back! This time talking with Stuart Hyde. 

 

Stuart Hyde completed a full career with the UK Police service. He was awarded the 
prestigious Queens Police Medal and an Honorary Doctorate for his commitment to 
Cybercrime prevention and detection. His experience included leading metropolitan, 
urban and rural policing and commanding highly sensitive and complex investigations. 
His media experience in times of crisis has led to engagement covering Europe, Asia, 
Africa and the Americas. 

 

He is now a private consultant on Cyber issues and Digital risk including Digital forensics 
as well as recent work at national level driving better collaboration in the Voluntary Sector. 
Stuart is now chair of the Clarke Foley Centre and the Ilkley Business Improvement 
District and until recently was chair of the Ilkley Corona Virus group. 

 

Thursday 13th August 2.30 p.m. 

Ilkley Clean River Group 
Speakers: Rick Battarbee and Becky Malby 

Did you know that when it rains raw sewage is discharged into the Wharfe? Both the 
population of Ilkley and extreme weather are expected to increase over the coming years 
so without action the problem will get worse. Last summer the Ilkley Clean River Group 
found raw sewage on the river bank and decided to act. Becky Malby describes the 
community science, community mobilisation, and partnership with politicians, agencies, 
and public services that underpins their campaign to obtain Bathing Water Status for the 
Wharfe in Ilkley and improvements to the sewage infrastructure so that all sewage is 
treated. 



Thursday 20th August 2.30 p.m. 
A Virtual Tour of Dewsbury Guide: John Hancock 
Earlier in the Summer Programme, John Hancock led a virtual visit to Bradford. This trip is 
to Dewsbury, another nearby town that has seen better days. But there is still plenty of 
evidence of past glories. See more stunning 19th century architecture and learn a bit 
about the more sinister recent history that has given the town an unenviable reputation. A 
journey by train would normally take an hour from Ilkley. You can do this from the comfort 
of your armchair. 

 
Tuesday 25th August 2.30 p.m. 

To Hell and Back: the Industrial History of Bradford 
Speaker: Norman Simpson 

Bradford went from being a small country town to a large metropolis in a relatively short 
time span. Lack of planning and poor governance created huge problems, but in time they 
were overcome. We examine the main developments and problems. 

 
 
Thursday 27th August 2.30 p.m. 
Railways come to Yorkshire 

Speakers: Robin Leleux and Michael Elsmore 

Leeds was in the forefront of early railway use when the Middleton collieries constructed 
railroads to bring coal into town and had two pioneer locomotives built. Passenger-carrying 
railways followed, first to link with existing waterways, then as part of the growing national 
network, so Leeds was rapidly joined to Selby and Hull, Harrogate and the North, York, 
Derby and ultimately London, Bradford and into Lancashire and finally to Ilkley. Robin 
Leleux and Michael Elsmore will describe these important developments in a fully 
illustrated presentation. 


