
 

  It is great to receive so many contributions for each edition of the EYE.   

Unfortunately space in the printed edition is always going to be limited and some 

do not therefore make the final selection. 

So, following a suggestion from one of our members, we are delighted to take 

this opportunity to share some of these additional contributions on our website. 

Just select these links to read each article or scroll down this page. 

Distributing Notes 

The Ilkley U3A Swinging Sixties Group consists of around 30 musicians and singers that normally 

meet weekly in a local venue. We have found playing together over Zoom unsatisfactory because of 

the delays in different broadband speeds and instead decided to produce song montages.  

Singing for Pleasure Group – Zooming through Lockdowns 

Members of the Singing for Pleasure group have a range of musical experience and expertise and 

enjoy singing together as a four-part choir. The, ever expanding, repertoire currently includes 

arrangements for more than 50 songs 

Lessons from Past Lockdowns 

Are there lessons that can be learned from how our ancestors survived past plagues and 

pestilences? That was the question posed by Susan and Andrew Green in their talk on Past 

Lockdowns given to Ilkley & District u3a earlier this year.   

How u3a fell in love with zoom 

Once upon a time, in 2019, we all thought Zoom was an ice lolly from our childhood or maybe 

something fireworks did on bonfire night.  If we engaged in video calls, it was via Facetime on an 

iPad or via Skype. 

 

 



 

 

The Ilkley U3A Swinging Sixties Group consists of around 30 musicians and singers that normally 

meet weekly in a local venue. We have found playing together over Zoom unsatisfactory because 

of the delays in different broadband speeds and instead decided to produce song montages.   

 

Andy Copsey is our very talented member who does all the 

techy stuff for us. He first prepares a guide track and emails 

it to the group.  Each participant records their contribution 

whilst listening to the track using headphones. This helps our 

individual recordings to keep in time so they can be 

coordinated into the finished product. The recordings are 

emailed back to Andy and after lots of hard work with audio 

and video editing software, he matches up all our 

contributions to make the finished article.   

 

It took Andy about 36 hours of work to do the montage of our latest song 

Happy Together. There were 35 audio and video tracks to match up 

before the final version was ready. You can view the finished product 

as it was shown in the Christmas Cracker event held last December that 

is available to watch on the U3A website.  

Crossover of musicians and singers happens a lot, some of the Guitar 

Intermediates also known as the Tuesday Tappers are part of the 60’s 

Music Scene while some of the 60’s Music Group are also members of 

the ukulele groups. 

 

Uke1 and Uke-ing Through the 60’s are two of the smaller music groups that have regular zoom 

sessions. This means one person leads while the others mute to sing and play along. Small numbers 

help this technique to work and everyone can participate.  We still play music and have fun in real 

time!   

Despite its limitations the technology has 

been helping us to keep our music going 

until we can meet up in person.  

There are probably other groups who are 

making their music remotely. 

It is worth checking out the music section of 

the Ilkley & District u3a website for contact 

details and more information on all the 

music groups. 

 

Jacqui Whiteley, 

Coordinator Swinging 60’s Music Scene, Uke1 and Uke-ing Through the 60’s member 
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Members of the Singing for Pleasure group have a range of musical experience and expertise and 

enjoy singing together as a four-part choir. The, ever expanding, repertoire currently includes 

arrangements for more than 50 songs. 

 

 

The group does not give concerts 

(other than at Christmas and as part 

of other u3a open events). As a 

result, there were no recordings or 

videos and very few photographs of 

the group in action, prior to the 

COVID pandemic.  However this one 

is from our Christmas concert in 2019 

at St John’s Church, Ben Rhydding 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of pre pandemic 

shots that show how this 

group works but also knows 

how to socialise! 

 

 

 

 

Like other four-part choirs we are normally seated in voice sections - Soprano, Alto, Tenor and 

Bass. This arrangement has the advantage that individuals are supported by being surrounded by 

other members singing the same part. As a result, non-readers or those with limited experience 

can quickly get to grips with the pieces, by listening to their neighbours. 

Not long before the first lockdown Robin had begun producing the individual voice parts, using a 

piece of commercial music software (Sibelius). This allowed the production of audio (mp3) files, so 

that members could listen to their own parts and practice between meetings. 

Singing for Pleasure Group – Zooming through 

Lockdowns 



Having to react to the COVID crisis 

it was obvious the existing 

methodology was not going to cope. 

Brian had been dealing with the 

group’s music for several years 

running a traditional choir but with 

the lockdown there was a need to 

use Zoom to run the choir. Brian 

turned to Robin for additional 

technical support. As the lockdowns 

continued Robin joined Brian as 

Joint Leader. 

 

Singing together on Zoom is not possible because of the varying time lag for different participants, 

this creates a cacophony unless all microphones are muted. Brian’s aim, however, was to 

replicate, as near as possible, the experience for singers when gathered in the hall at St John’s 

church.  

Brian was able to teach and revise lines seated at his keyboard and members could sing along to 

his accompaniment. The major problem with Zoom is that all singers need to be able to hear their 

own part and the other parts whilst singing the complex pieces. Brian’s clever, if time consuming, 

solution was to search YouTube for recordings of songs from our files – but more specifically he 

needed the exact arrangements that we sing. After standard teaching exercises members could 

then sing along to various recordings. The recording productions he found varied enormously, 

mostly “professional choir and orchestra” but occasionally, “proud parents’ phone recording at a 

school concert”. 

Since some of “our” arrangements don’t appear on YouTube, we have added a few of our own. 

Videos produced from Sibelius display a scrolling score whilst providing piano accompaniment for 

all voices. Then, in an attempt to re-create the sound of our choir, some of the group returned 

recordings of their own voice and these were assembled to form a virtual choir. These virtual 

recordings were added as soundtrack to five slideshows. 

In his attempt to; support members through the difficulties of lockdown; keep the group together; 

retain familiarity with the repertoire; and to help promote the group, Brian continues to run weekly 

sessions on Zoom. We have now completed 30 two-hour meetings. With a membership of 50+, we 

commonly draw an attendance of 25 ± 5. 

New member are always welcome, but we know that those who are new to singing find this format 

particularly difficult it is, therefore, especially pleasing that some new members have joined and 

stayed during lockdown. 

New singers and visitors are welcome to experience how we continue to use Zoom – to 

obtain the Zoom link, contact Brian & Robin on the group’s email sfpmp3@gmail.com 

. 
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Are there lessons that can be learned from how our ancestors survived past plagues and 

pestilences? That was the question posed by Susan and Andrew Green in their talk on Past 

Lockdowns given to Ilkley & District u3a earlier this year.  This is a screen shot of the talk via zoom 

where Susan and Andrew demonstrate one of the “cures” using a rubber chicken. 

 

Although it in no way diminishes the seriousness of our current situation with Covid, the Greens 

draw parallels with lockdowns during the Tudor’s and Stuart’s in the 16th and 17th centuries when 

there were periods of plague and quarantine. Susan gave her part of the talk first and explained that 

in bygone eras our predecessors felt very vulnerable as there were no vaccines, cures or effective 

treatments. They did, however, realise that quarantining, social distancing, meeting outdoors and 

limiting indoor contact were sensible ways to restrict the spread of disease - all measures that we 

have copied in reacting to the current situation.  

 

Then, as now, there were both social and economic impacts. It may seem a new idea, but Rishi 

Sunak wasn’t the first to suggest furloughing staff and financial support for affected businesses. In 

1603 James 1 issued Orders telling people what they must do in times of plague. These included 

closing businesses, particularly theatres, and staying indoors. This was the time when the term 

‘furlough’ was first used. Later when everything reopened, the King gave his royal patronage to 

many businesses that helped to get them back on their feet - the 17th century equivalent to our 

modern loans and grants. 

 

LESSONS FROM PAST LOCKDOWNS 

 



On the brighter side, past lockdowns also led to periods of 

creativity and discovery. Like today, theatres were closed 

during a period of plague in Queen Elizabeth1st’s reign. This 

forced a young jobbing actor called William Shakespeare to 

turn to writing - first poems and then plays during subsequent 

lockdowns. Would we have had all these brilliant works if 

there had been no lockdowns, asked Susan? Similarly, in the 

plague years of 1665-6, when universities closed, Isaac 

Newton left Cambridge to work at home. It was then that he 

did most of his most important scientific work on optics, 

calculus and gravity. Today our young scientists, musicians 

and writers are doing exactly the same. The breakthrough of 

producing a Covid vaccine in under a year shows what a 

creative time this is. 

 

Andrew concluded the talk with a case study about the plague village of Eyam in north Derbyshire. 

He said that although the plague spread quickly once it reached the village in 1665, it was contained 

in the end by a process of social distancing, worshipping outdoors, and completely locking down the 

village to the outside world. Interestingly recent research has discovered that the descendants of 

the villagers (mostly women) who didn’t contract the plague carry a particular gene. Is there a similar 

explanation as to why some people carry Covid asymptomatically? 

 

If you are interested in listening to the whole of Susan and Andrew Green’s talk, it can be accessed 

free of charge to both members and non-members on this link.  This talk was first given to Barnsley 

u3a and is one of the new online events offered by the u3a.  

 

Alison McCloy from the Communications Team at Ilkley u3a 

 

  

https://ilkleyu3a.org/U3A-Events-Video-Gallery-Sample


 

 
 
 

  
Once upon a time, in 2019, we all thought Zoom was an ice lolly from 
our childhood or maybe something fireworks did on bonfire night.  If 
we engaged in video calls, it was via Facetime on an iPad or via 
Skype. 
 
Look now on every u3a website throughout the UK and you will see 
everyone throughout our organisation is zooming away.  So how is 
it that “To Zoom” has become such a colloquial expression when 
watching an online presentation or meeting up with family members?   

 
This shift in behaviour will become a classic case study for business graduates for years to come.  
How did Face Time and Skype, once so dominant in video conferencing, miss the boat? 
 
Looking back there were several reasons why zoom became the dominant system for on line 
exchanges: 

 It was free to set up for 40 minutes so no outlay. 
 Quickly became apparent this was a very intuitive format to use. 
 Easy to use on tablets and smart phones which are widely used by our members. 
 No personal details to divulge if you were not the organiser. 

At the start of lockdown, many of the group leaders started to move their groups to zoom just to 
keep up the momentum and contact.  With many of our members belonging to more than one group, 
confidence grew in use of zoom.  Other systems just did not get a foothold in the organisation. 
 
 
Examples of our groups on zoom include 
practicing language skills, solving crossword 
clues, discussing the news, sharing poetry and 
learning about the latest threats to the 
environment.  The Science and Railway 
Groups have been receiving presentations 
and recording them for other members to view 
on a catch up facility. 
  
 
Inspired by these groups, Ilkley u3a moved our summer programme of events from the physical to 
the virtual world with over 30% of our membership attending at least one event.  
 
So will we still be zooming once we are all back to some form of normality?  We shall see.  It has its 
place because we are able to have almost instant u3a planning meetings and it has opened our 
eyes to the prospect of proving live broadcasts of Saturday Morning talks and other events to those 
in their 4th Age, no longer able to join our social events in person.  But give me a slice of cake and 
a cup of tea in a social setting any day of the week!  
  
John Hancock on behalf of the Ilkley u3a Talks team 

How u3a fell in love with zoom 


