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AGM update 

Congratulations to Richard Bell and Anne Morrison who were elected as new 

trustees. Existing trustees (Jean Smith, Margaret McCabe, Peter Mate, Jacqui 

Wellbrook and Neil Stevens were re-elected. Our new chair is Jacqui Wellbrook 

and Treasurer is Richard Bell. Other roles and contact details are on this link to 

our website. 

The u3a Christmas Cracker 

Yes the annual festive treat is back this year after cancellation due to COVID 

concerns in 2021. 9:30 am for 10 am start on Saturday 17th December at 

Clarke Foley, Festive entertainment, a visit by Santa and free refreshments for 

u3a members. Please help us to judge how many mince pies to order by using 

this link to register. Thank you. 

Opportunities to try something new 

Fancy being the u3a contact for local media? We are looking for someone 

to write interesting u3a related stories for our local paper and other media thus 

helping to improve awareness of our rather splendid organisation. Just reply to 

this News Flash and someone will be in touch to explain more. To see the sort of 

information we have supplied so far this year, select this link. 

Are you interested in running a German for beginners group?  We need 

someone to organise meetings and activities. We have volunteers from an existing 

German Conversation group willing to help but no one is yet volunteering to 

coordinate running the new venture. Our u3a has over 100 groups so over 100 

other members already undertake the important role of making things happen. 

Email newgroups@ilkleyu3a.org for information. The team will provide all the 

support and guidance you might need. 

Bring something extra to your PowerPoint presentations. A few places 

available for u3a members familiar with the basics of PowerPoint and wish to 

explore different techniques. 10 am Monday 12th December. With 

participation limited to 20 it's hoped all will chip in with their own experiences so 

we can learn from each other. Select here for information and to register. 
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Need help to access the internet? Beginner and improver courses are being 

offered at the Clarke Foley starting on Mondays in January 2023.The courses are 

free, although there will be a small fee towards hire of the room. if you do not 

have a device they can arrange for you to have one on loan. This is not an u3a 

group but we have been offered places. Please apply via the link or contact 

Clarke Foley to enrol on 07495 045310 or 07442 261462.If you feel fairly 

competent using an iPad or similar they would also welcome some voluntary 

assistance. 

There is also a similar facility being arranged by the library at Burley in 

Wharfedale. Contact them on this link 

.Any queries contact Jacqui Wellbrook (chair@ilkleyu3a.org ). 

New Group Information 

Bus Pass 2nd Group Many members have a West Yorkshire Metro card providing 

free travel on buses and heavily subsidised local train travel. One u3a group 

already exists taking trips using these passes and now we have sufficient interest 

to start a second group. One member has agreed to organise a first outing in 

January 2023 but we still need one or two people to organise subsequent 

trips. 

So if you are interested in this group but have not yet given us your name, please 

let us know at newgroups@ilkleyu3a.org. We expect to give the details of the 

January trip before Christmas. 

Saving the Planet An informal group meeting monthly in the leader's home in 

central Ilkley focussed on initiatives and ideas attempting to combat the 

degradation of the planet.  They have adapted a strap line: 

No-one made a greater mistake than the person who did nothing 

because they could do so little.’ (Adapted from Edmund Burke.) 

Each month the group attempts one small step. This month: steamed jam pudding 

in the microwave - deliciously light and fluffy and doesn’t use much energy!. To 

find out more about the group or obtain the recipe please email Caroline Moseley 

(carriemoseley@mac.com) 

Existing Group Information 

Singalong 4 Fun Meets alternate Monday afternoons at Audley Clevedon 

Retirement village in Ben Rhydding. They have just updated their group 

information page and welcome new members. Select here for more 

information. 

Ceilidh Dancing Group. A fun class at Beech Hill Church, Otley. Suitable for 

singles and couples, to exercise the body and the brain. Easy dances to music with 
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a Scottish flavour. No prior knowledge or special equipment required. Wear light 

comfortable clothing and soft flat shoes. 

Friday afternoons, 2pm to 4pm, from 6th January 2023 for 6 weeks. Contact 

Heather Williams mhwilliams27@gmail.com 

A full group is a popular group 

So members would like more of them. When we advertise in the Groups Listing 

that a group is full, members are unlikely to contact the group leader who is 

therefore unaware of the demand for their group.  We plan to remove these 

references and ask leaders to keep track of demand by keeping a waiting list. 

In a further effort to identify pressure points, any u3a member unable to join a 

group now has the opportunity to flag the issue using this form which is also 

available at the top of every group listing. 

Is your group having a Christmas party? 

Please send a few pictures with your group name, the venue and how many 

attended to Helen Stevens (helen@saltedit.co.uk). Christmas parties are 

excellent opportunities to promote u3a in our social media postings. Make sure 

you tell those in the photo that you're taking their picture for publicity purposes! 

Select here to see pictures from Northern Towns’ meal at Otley Golf Club 

on our Facebook page. These in turn have been reposted to members of the Golf 

Club thus increasing awareness of u3a in the community. 

Dates for your diaries 

Singing for Pleasure Christmas concert 10 am Tuesday 6th December St 

John's Church, Bolling Road, Ben Rhydding, LS29 9PN. Everyone welcome. 

Details on this link. 

Otley Christmas Tree festival 7th to 10th December including a tree 

decorated by u3a. More information on this link 

Richard the Northern King 7:30 pm Thursday 8th December Manor House 

Ilkley. A talk by Graham Mitchell BA, Member of the international Richard III 

Society & the Yorkshire Branch, a member of our u3a and a former Keighley Town 

Mayor. Details and booking on this link. 

Ukulele Players 10:30 am Tuesday 13th December at Christchurch café on 

the Grove. Details here  

The u3a Christmas Cracker 9:30 am for 10 am start on Saturday 17th 

December, A festive entertainment in Clarke Foley and free event for u3a 

members. Please help us to judge how many mince pies to order by using this 

link to register. Thank you. 
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The u3a website takes on a festive appearance 

Select here to see a seasonal heading thanks to Neil Stevens. There is a festive 

theme on all the website pages. The main image of the Northern Towns Christmas 

Party will soon be replaced by pictures of the local Christmas lights taken by u3a 

member Tony Burkitt. The latest updates on the jokes and cartoons are here. 

The local paper scrapbook reports threats to close the railway at Ilkley and the 

creation of a new Parliamentary constituency. Select here to read. 

Thanks to Peter Higginbotham for these groan jokes. 

Policeman: Would you blow into this bag, please, sir? What 

for, officer? Policeman: My chips are too hot. 

I hurt my back the other day. I was playing piggy-back 

with my 6-year-old grandson, and I fell off. 

I always pour whisky on my lawn. Then it comes up half-

cut. 

I rang up my local swimming baths. I said Is that the local 

swimming baths? The receptionist said it depends where 

you're calling from 

PS. 

Warm Space initiatives 

Several places throughout the district are opening their doors in an effort to help 

folk conserve heat and energy at home. It is also an opportunity to socialise in the 

dark and cold months ahead. 

More information can be found here for our members in Otley and Bradford 

Council area. 

Regards 

John & Christine 

Email NewsFlash@ilkleyu3a.org 
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Reduced joining subscription from January 2023 

We will again be offering a half price (£7:50) subscription cost for those joining 

u3a from January through to April 2023, their next renewal being due 31st July 

2023. 

A Library of Things is coming to Ilkley 

Climate Action Ilkley have secured financial support to set one up in the old 

Outside the Box café site.  They would love to know what sort of things U3A 

members would like to borrow.  Select this link to know more and take part in 

their survey. 

Visit from National Chair of u3a 

A small group of trustees, past chairs and members of various activity groups met 

with Liz Thackray (National Chair of Third Age Trust) and Margaret Fiddes 

(Regional Trustee for Yorkshire & Humberside) for coffee on Tuesday 29th 

November. A wide range of topics were discussed. Select here to read our 

report to the local media including a couple of pictures. 

For those interested in the Governance of u3a and a look at the current issues 

facing the movement across the UK, please have a look at this link to the 

national u3a website. 

Very easy to think just about the group to which we belong and forget there are 

over 400,000 members of u3a elsewhere in the country. And all run by volunteers 

apart from a handful of paid staff that keeps the administrative cogs turning. 
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