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Dear Members and Prospective Members,  
 
What unusual and historic times we are living through at present! This, my first Introduction 
in our annual Programme of Interest Groups, is being written under COVID-19 lockdown 
conditions amidst great uncertainty about both the timing of lifting of restrictions and the 
format such lifting might take.  
 
Our Programme Planning Team have been very active throughout and we are aiming to 
resume our activities as soon as we get Government permission, it is deemed safe to 
resume group meetings, and individual Group Leaders are comfortable about re-starting 
their sessions.  
 
Because of the COVID-19 uncertainties, there may well have to be flexibility in how we re-
start our activities; this Programme is our guide to what we hope to offer but any changes 
will be made continuously to our website so that current information will always be available 
there. You can check it out via our new, shorter website address https://ilkleyu3a.org/ 
 
As the U3A is all about learning together and sharing our experiences and helping to make 
things work, this Programme is offering you an excellent opportunity to try something new 
and meet new people, and make potential new friends. So do take time to browse through 
this Programme and seek out such opportunities and be brave enough to experiment with 
something new; you never know what you might enjoy until you try it.  
 
Thanks must go to all our Group Leaders who put in lots of time and energy to share their 
enthusiasms and knowledge with their Interest Groups and special thanks to all the 
Programme Planning Team, under Mary Podesta’s leadership; Sue Butler, Pam Lamming 
and Eric Craigie who have all worked very hard to make this very varied Programme 
possible.  
 
Best wishes and looking forward to meeting up again as we re-start activities as soon as 
possible.  
Angie Grain 
Chair of Ilkley and District U3A 
chair@ilkleyu3a.org 
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A note from our Membership Secretary  
 
Membership Enrolment and Renewal 
Enrolment forms and renewal slips are available to download from the website, or for those 
without internet access, from the Membership Secretary.* The annual fee remains £13.50 
per member. 
a) Enrolment for new members 

Our membership year runs from 1st August to 31st July.  New members may join at any 
time.  At present we are unable to collect cash payments and therefore payment may be 
made in one of three ways: 
• Online through our website (‘Ilkley & District U3A’) using a debit or credit card 

This is the preferred option. 
• By bank transfer  

Account name: Ilkley &District U3A Membership Account 

Sort code: 30-94-53 

Account number: 16096160 

• By cheque 

Please makes your cheque payable to ‘Ilkley & District U3A’ with your email address, 
phone number or postcode on the reverse. 

Post to: Membership Secretary, 6 Lisker Avenue, Otley, LS21 1DG* 
Confirmation will be sent by email. If you don’t have an email address, please enclose a 
SAE. 

 

b) Renewals 

The window for renewals will open on 1st June 2020.  Please see above for methods of 
payment.  If you have any questions about renewing your membership, please email or 
phone the Membership Secretary membership@ilkleyu3a.org, 01943 461485).*  Your 
renewal fee should be paid by 31st July.   
 
Access to the Annual Programme 
If you usually receive a paper copy of the Annual Programme in the post and you have an 
email address, please would you consider receiving an online copy of the Annual 
Programme in future? Obviously, this would reduce the costs of publication and serve to be 
more environmentally friendly. If you would like to do this, please contact the Membership 
Secretary who will reflect this on your profile.  
 
If at present, you do not receive our Newsflash which keeps all our members up to date and 
is sent by email about every 2 weeks, please consider checking your email permissions on 
the website to enable you to receive important information from us via Newsflash or contact  
membership@ilkleyu3a.org 
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From our Groups Team 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Welcome to our new Programme of Interest Booklet. You will notice that we have re-
organised the way we list our groups into Categories in order to help members more easily 
find groups that may interest them.  These categories are also on the website but if you 
wish to find a group alphabetically listed, that is on the website too. For up-to-date 
information on new groups that are formed in the year, please go the website at: 
https://ilkleyu3a.org 
 
We also have a new section in this year’s Programme Booklet which lists Administrative 
Groups in our U3A. These are groups which help our U3A to run smoothly, please look 
through them. We are always looking for people to help us in our activities and volunteers 
who want to join us, in any capacity, are made very welcome.  
 
All our Group Leaders and Contacts keep waiting lists and this is an important way to let 
our Groups Team know when a group is over-subscribed and when we might need to start 
a new one on similar lines.  If you wish to join a group, please contact the Leader or 
Contact in this booklet or alternatively: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Some groups are full but if you are interested and want to start a new group, we are happy 
to help with advertising a group and also in assisting new Group Leaders to find venues 
and sort out details.   Contact: newgroups@ilkleyu3a.org if you would like to talk to us about 
an idea for a new group.  
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Ilkley and District U3A Programme of activities 2020/2021 
 
 

Covid -19 - update 
 

Many of our groups are still operating albeit differently during the ongoing 
pandemic. Some groups are postponed until the new year. 

 
Before attending any meeting of any group, please contact the Group Leader 

or failing that groups@ilkleyu3a.org to find out the current operating conditions  
 

Art 
 
Architecture Appreciation 
Architecture Appreciation was formed in 2016 to continue a programme that had run 
successfully since 2002.  The sessions are interactive, largely self -taught and learning 
within the membership is supplemented by visiting speakers, visits and guided tours.  We 
continue that approach, taking themes and subjects that interest the group.  There will be 
eleven sessions, meeting normally every two weeks. 
Venue:  Friends Meeting House, Queen’s Road, Ilkley Day and Time:  Monday 2 pm- 4pm  
(11 sessions) Cost £12.  Contact: Bruce Speed brucespeed@waitrose.com 
 
Art Appreciation 
Group members volunteer to run the sessions, exploring aspects of the subjects that 
fascinate them.  Members also arrange visits to galleries, exhibitions and events so that we 
actually meet more often than the scheduled fortnightly meetings. 
Venue: Clarke Foley Centre, Cunliffe Road, Day and Time: fortnightly Mondays 2.30pm – 
4.30pm. Start date September 14th. Contact: Angie Grain angiegrain@aol.com 01943 
465059     
 
Art for Fun 
The goal of this group is to set a time in your diary to practice your form of art, away from all 
distractions.  An informal group without tuition, but by sharing the various ways of creating 
art, we aim to create the right environment for you to enjoy this group. This group is full at 
the moment. To enquire about this group, please contact establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Drawing  
This group is for anyone, of whatever initial ability, who would love to practice and improve 
their drawing skills in an enjoyable, sociable, supportive and completely non-competitive 
environment.  Venue: St Margaret’s Church Hall, Ilkley.  Day and Time: Wednesdays from 
3.00pm – 5.00pm. Contact: Keith Hooper keithhooper70@icloud.com 07710 229169 
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Portrait Drawing 
The Portrait Drawing Group provides the opportunity for people who have some art 
experience, but have never done portrait drawing, to explore a new subject. It is also 
suitable for people who have been drawing/painting portraits for years and wish to share 
different ideas and to be inspired by different approaches.  Models will be drawn from the 
group.  Group membership is kept to 12 members and there is a waiting list.  
Venue: Ilkley Baptist Church, Kings Road, Day and time: fortnightly on Tuesdays 10am-12 
noon. Members share cost of venue.  Contact:  establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 

 
Card /Board Games 

 
Beginners’ Bridge 
A group for beginners to learn Bridge in a friendly setting.  
Venue: Leaders home. Day and Time Weekly Tuesdays 10am – 12 noon 
Cost 50p for refreshments. Contact: Anthea Obank antheaobank@gmail.com 
 
Bridge Practice - ACOL 
These sessions provide an opportunity for players with some experience to practice and 
consolidate their Bridge playing skills. No tuition.  
Venue:  Annex at the Clarke Foley Centre. Day and time: Fridays 10 am – 12.30 weekly.  

Contact: Margaret McKenzie margaretemckenzie@hotmail.com 01943 602935    
 
 Canasta 
For enthusiastic beginners or those with some experience willing to share with others.  
Waiting list in operation. 
Venue: Leader’s home. Day and Time: Fortnightly Mondays 2pm -4pm.  
Contact: Jenny Dixon jennyldixon@yahoo.co.uk 07734 560450 
 
Chess for beginners 
An introduction to chess for beginners, one to one tuition, no pressure. Individual sessions 
last for one hour. 
Venue:  Leader’s home between 2pm -5pm.  Date and Time: Tuesday 15th September 
2020. Contact: Muriel Jones m.jones871@btinternet.com 01943 817348 
 
Chess Circle 
An informal group for chess players of all abilities.  There are occasional group meetings 
but usually members contact other members on a one-to-one basis when they would like a 
game of chess. Venue: Members homes, cafe and pubs. Day and times: As arranged by 
members 
Contact: Neil Stevens neil@nebstone.co.uk 
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Mahjong 
New members (experienced or beginners) are very welcome to join this group. You will 
discover the mysteries of this fascinating Chinese game which many will have come across 
during visits to the Orient.  
Venue: Lounge at St John’s Church, Ben Rhydding   Day and Time: Thursdays 2 pm to 
4pm weekly. Start date: September 10th 2020. Contact: Tracey Foye 
traceyfoye66@gmail.com 
 
Scrabble – Anyone for Scrabble? 
A friendly group which meets every Wednesday afternoon to give our brains a workout for 
two and a half hours. The idea is to put the least number of letters down and gain the most 
points. The group is of varying standards, beginners to advanced. If you are a beginner, 
pointers will be given to you to help you improve your game! We have time to have a cup of 
tea and a chat. You are most welcome to join us.  
Venue: Games Room at Clarke Foley. Day and Time: Wednesdays from 1.30pm -4pm 
each week. Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org  
 

CRAFTS 
 
Craft Group 
If you are interested in needlecrafts of all kinds and want to join in a friendly group to learn 
new skills over a cup of tea or coffee, then this group would welcome you. Meetings are 
every other week. Venue: Wheatley Arms, Ben Rhydding   Day and Time: Wednesday from 
2pm -4pm.  Contact: Sheila Wright robin.sheilawright@btinternet.com  
 
Craft Workshops 
Meetings monthly/six weekly. This group will undertake a wide range of crafting projects. 
The day is intended to be informal, friendly and fun and will include lunch.  
Venue: Leader’s Home    Day and times: TBA. 
 Contact: Christine Lynes 01943 885969 rombalds@gmail.com   
 
Knitting and Crochet 
This group caters for experienced knitters and crocheters and also for those wishing to 
learn a new skill. So, to join, no expertise is required and everyone is very welcome. There 
will be conversation and we aim to cooperate and help each other. Meets alternate 
Thursdays at Outside the Box Café, Ilkley.  Dates to be announced Contact: 
mezzapod@gmail.com 
 
Weaving  
The meetings will be a forum to exchange techniques and share experience in the craft of 
weaving and perhaps spinning. All types of weaving will be explored. Visits to galleries and 
exhibitions and exploring the history of weaving. We will probably meet in members’ homes 
for our indoor meetings. Many of our meetings will be visits. Second Tuesday of each 
month from 2pm – 4pm. Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
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Crosswords 
 
Crosswords – compiling crosswords 
This group creates crossword grids, populates the grids with answers and then compiles 
the clues. The work is generally done as “homework” and then discussed at the next 
meeting. Meetings are fortnightly on Wednesdays at the organiser’s home in Ilkley from 10 
am-12 noon. 
 Contact: Tony Cracknell cracknelltony@yahoo.com 01943 968093 
 

Dance 
 
Ceilidh Dancing  
Easy dances to Scottish music, exercise for body and brain, no experience needed. Venue: 
Otley Courthouse on Friday afternoon commencing January 2021. Exact date to be 
advised. Contact: Heather Williams mhcraven@talktalk.net 01943 461705 
 
Circle Dancing  
Dancing in a circle is the oldest form of organised dancing with styles and rhythms from 
many countries. It’s good exercise, joyful and a good way to make friends. 
 Venue: St Margaret’s Church Hall, Ilkley. Day and Time: Mondays 2-4pm.  
Contact: Janet Lockwood janetlockwood326@gmail.com 01943 605853 
 
Circle Dancing in Summer 
Dancing in a circle is the oldest form of organised dancing with styles and rhythms from 
many countries. It’s good exercise, joyful and a good way to make friends. 
 Venue:St Margaret’s Church Hall, Ilkley. Day & Time: Mondays 2pm -4pm April to August. 
Contact: Janet Lockwood janetlockwood326@gmail.com 01943 605853 
 
Let’s Circle Dance 
Circle dancing has roots both in traditional folk dance and in sacred dance: we dance in a 
circle generally holding hands, though some dances are danced free. Dances and the 
music come from countries throughout the world. Since the 1970’s many newer dances 
have been choreographed and found their way into the more traditional circle dance 
repertoire. Above all, it is joyful, inclusive and anyone can do it!  
Venue:  Ben Rhydding Methodist Church Hall day and Time: Tuesday mornings 10.30 – 12 
noon. We often gather after dancing for coffee and a sandwich across the road! Usually, we 
also book a social for the whole group over lunchtime, once during the season.  
Cost is about £2.50 per session for room hire plus expenses. 
 Contact: Janet Lockwood Janetlockwood326@gmail.com 01943605853 
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Circle Dancing In Otley 
Circle Dance is a gentle and excellent way to keep fit. The steps are generally quite easy 
and often mimic the natural flow of speech rhythm. The group is led by an experienced 
teacher. Please wear comfortable clothing and lightweight shoes (not sneakers). Venue: 
Scout Hut, Otley. Day and time:  Thursday mornings from 10.30am until 12 noon on the 
following dates in 2020: 17Sept, 24 Sept, 1 Oct, 8 Oct, 15 Oct, no meeting on 22 Oct (half-
term), 29 Oct, 5 Nov, 12 Nov, 19 Nov, 26 Nov, 3 Dec and 10 Dec. Costs: approximately 
£13-£15 for 12 sessions.  
Contact: Jan Elan Bows jan.4thway@gmail.com 

 
Discussion Groups 

 
Brexit: what could it mean for us? 
Brexit will affect us all in many ways. This group explores the many facets of the 
forthcoming changes. Group members are expected to help in planning preparation and 
debates. 
Venue: Lister’s Arms, Ilkley. Day and Time: Thursdays 10am-12 noon on odd weeks.  

Contact: Marten Koopmans koopmans@talktalk.net       01943 968203   
 
Probing the News – Mondays 
A lively discussion group looking at current issues and exploring them. Subsequent topics 
are decided on and members take turns to research a little about the subject and introduce 
it. Members are supportive of each other but enjoy lively disputation. The lead speaker acts 
as chair for the following meeting. 
Venue: Wheatley Arms, Ben Rhydding. Date and Time: Mondays from 10am – 12 noon, 
fortnightly, even weeks. Contact: Paul Bailey paulbaileyhome@gmail.com 
       
Views on the News 
The aim is to discuss various aspects of news and current affairs in a friendly and informal 
manner. Each member will be encouraged to contribute about stories that have interested 
them, serious or light-hearted. We will seek to cover a broad cross-section of issues rather 
than conduct a detailed forensic analysis of a small number. Meetings are home-based, on 
a rota basis within the group and take place on Fridays 10.15am-12 noon fortnightly.  
Contact: Sir John Lewis ja.lewis@dsl.pipex.com 01943 816010 
 
Philosophy – Enjoy Philosophy 1 
We will air a range of philosophical subjects taking in the ideas of famous philosophers (and 
some not so famous) from ancient to modern times. We aim to draw parallels to 
demonstrate relevance to modern life and include discussion on various ethical dilemmas. 
Discussion forms a vital part of each session.  
Venue: Wheatley Arms, Ben Rhydding.  Day and Time: Thursdays fortnightly from 10am-
noon. Starts October 8th 2020. Contact: Pamela Pearce p.pearce1000@gmail.com 01943 
968366   
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Philosophy – Enjoy Philosophy 2 
You don’t need any qualifications to join this group. For two and a half thousand years, 
civilisation has produced a succession of varied thinkers enquiring into what matters most 
to human existence. We carry on the tradition, looking at every belief - the good, the 
spurious - and encouraging us to think things through for ourselves. There may be no final 
answers but using our own understanding gives philosophy its enduring value. We will look 
at more recent philosophers, with a focus on ethics and political philosophy. 
Venue: Meetings held in Garden Room at Wheatley Arms, Ben Rhydding on alternate 
Thursdays from 10am -12noon. Starting October 1st 2020.Contact: Paul Monaghan 
prosemonaghan@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Peace Group 
Members will discuss   and examine various aspects and definitions of peace from global, 
regional, national and local points of view. Global crises appear unsolvable: harmony and 
division have to replace destruction and violence. We will examine how ideas about 
peacemaking lead to widespread choices and legacies made and left by many eminent 
people. Visits will be made to various places and sites associated with peace in Bradford. 
Venue: To be arranged     Day and Time: Every Thursday 2pm – 4pm from October 1st  
Contact:  Richard Thackrah 01943 831032   richardthackrah222@gmail.com 
 
Philosophy – Musings 
Fairly light-hearted discussion on ethical issues. We discuss topics suggested by the 
members, and recent meetings have considered such things as the concept of Time, 
Multiculturalism, “What is normal?” and many other topics.  
Venue: Organiser’s home in Ilkley. Date: 4th Tuesday of the month, (excluding August)  
Time:10am – 12 noon. Contact: Joan Tibbs joantibbs@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Family Tree 
 
Family Tree – Tracing your Family Tree 
Do you want to Trace your Family Tree but don't know where to start, or have tried but 
found it confusing? This structured course gives the theory for research to create a Family 
Tree using some on-line sites, so computer skills, email address and printer access are 
required. 
Venue:  Horse & Farrier Pub, Bridge Street Otley. Date and Time Wednesdays 1030-
1230:  10 sessions fortnightly starting 4 Nov 2020.   Cost:  Small charge for room hire & 
refreshments. Contact: Susan Robinson susiecottonsocks@btinternet.com 

 
Film 

Film Study Group 
The pre-Xmas season will comprise 9 varied selections from Barry Norman's '100 Best 
Films of the Century', titles including 'All About Eve' & 'The African Queen'.  We will then 
revisit Hitchcock's work, firstly British classics such as 39 Steps, then Hollywood movies 
including 'Saboteur' and 'Strangers on a Train’. A short introduction precedes the films. 
Venue: St. Margaret's Church Hall, Queen's Drive Day and time: Fortnightly on Fridays at 
2pm  
Cost for season £15    Contact Mike Johnson arjmej38@gmail.com or Anne Clarke 
anneacclarke@btinternet.com  
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Food and Drink 
 
Cooking to Inspire 
A demonstration cookery group for those needing inspiration to try new, exciting, and 
interesting dishes. Ideally the programme will evolve from members’ ideas. Meets in 
organiser’s home in Ilkley on Thursdays 10.30am -12.30pm, 6 sessions 3 before Christmas, 
and 3 after. Skill level will be adapted to suit the needs of participants and new members 
are welcome.  
Contact: Hilary Barrett mightyatom42@hotmail.co.uk 01943 609316 
 
Italian Nights - Dining Group 
Members meet monthly in an Italian restaurant for a night out with friends with Italian food 
and wine.  Meals will be in local Ilkley restaurants and further afield. Members will take 
turns to book and organise the evening. Venue as decided by the group members. We 
meet at a restaurant each month (the day varies from month to month). Costs include own 
food and drink and transport to the restaurant.  Contact: Trevor Williams   
trevorw2@sky.com 
 
Saturday Luncheon Group 
We are a friendly group of people who meet together to enjoy good food and conversation. 
Each member of the group has an opportunity to select the venue of their choice.  
Venue: We meet in various restaurants chosen and arranged by members of the group in 
turn. Date and Time: 2nd Saturday of each month throughout the year, 12 noon, 12 Monthly 
sessions. Contact: Barbara Pullin barbara.pullin49@gmail.com 01274 551451 or 07754 
504033 
 
Sunday Afternoon Tea – 2 groups 
These two small groups enliven Sunday afternoons once a month by meeting at a 
member’s home for tea and a chat. Arrangements are flexible and mutually agreed and it is 
an excellent way of making new friends. Not everyone is able to host a session and it is not 
a requirement for joining. New members would be very welcome for the second group 
which started in 2014 and meets on the second Sunday of each month at 2.30pm.  
Contact: Rosemary Hollins rosemary.hollins@sky.com 01943 6059 
 
Sunday Carvery Group 
An informal group aimed principally (but not exclusively) at singles, who would like to be 
able to have Sunday Carvery Lunch at a selection of local pubs in a friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere once a month. Suggestions for possible future venues are always encouraged.  
We are widening our search to include venues who can provide a plated meal, if not a 
traditional carvery.  
Meets monthly on 1stSunday of each month. Leader: Chris Dodson 
chris181243@gmail.com  01943 607847 
 
Sunday Diners 
The Sunday Diners Group meets on the first Sunday of each month (usually) from12.30pm. 
The aim is to enjoy Sunday lunch with a group of friendly people. The members take a turn 
in arranging the meals at local restaurants. The group is long established and would like to 
welcome some new members. Leader: Margaret Cook mcrombalds@hotmail.co.uk 
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Wine Circle  
Though this group is currently full, the group leader is happy to help in setting up another 
wine group should there be the demand. Minimum viable group size is 12 but ideally 16 
Meets in Circle members' homes on fourth Thursday of each month at 7.30. 12 sessions in 
year. Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
 
 
Wine Circle 2 
The aim of the group is for members to enjoy and learn about wine in a social and friendly 
setting.  
Venue: Usually leader’s house.  Day and time: Every other Thursday, starting at 7.30pm 
Starting 24th September 2020. The optimum membership for the group is 15 
Contact: Steve Moorcraft   steve.moorcraft@gmail.com 01943 430209 
  

Gardening 
 
Gardening 
This is a group of people interested in all aspects of gardening and horticulture. Over the 
year we have a mix of knowledgeable guest speakers combined with expert guided garden 
visits.  Meetings Venue: Ben Rhydding Sports Centre. Day and time:  Last Wednesday of 
each month from 10am to 12 noon. Contact: Tim Moon tim.moon@btinternet.com 
 
Garden Visits       
This friendly group enjoys visits to a variety of different gardens and nurseries, both public 
and private, large and small. Sometimes we have a guided tour of the garden, sometimes 
we explore by ourselves. Members take turns to organise and lead the visits. We usually 
travel together by car. Details of each visit are circulated by email.  
Visits usually on Fridays in autumn, spring and summer.  First visit of the new season will 
be April 2021. Contact: Angie Adam for vacancies angiejadam@gmail.com 

 
History 

 
Archiving  
A group formed to work with the Civic Society and Manor House Trust to archive 
Documents and artefacts relating to Ilkley and surrounding areas. Work will include the 
collection and cataloguing of resources stored in various places, transcription of 
documents, photographing papers and artefacts. Venue: at the Manor House and other 
venues as necessary. Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Early History Topics 
This is a series of one-off presentations by a range of non-specialist Ilkley U3A members 
covering a wide range from about 320AD (Roman Emperor Constantine) to 1349AD (Black 
Death).  Venue: Ben Rhydding Scout Hut.  Day and Time: Monday 2.00pm fortnightly from 
September 28th. Cost £30.00.  Contact Geoff Howard   ghoward44@outlook.com 
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Histories of Nations 
This is a new group. Each nation has its own national history and legends. At each session 
the members of this group will briefly look into pre-selected (events or periods within the) 
national histories of other countries, and in particular the links with the history of the UK, 
exchanging their findings.  Venue; Listers Arms, Ilkley. Day and time: Thursdays on odd 
weeks 3-5pm. Leader: Marten Koopmans koopmans@talktalk.net 
 
Industrial and Railway History 
The group will examine industrial activities and railways in roughly equal proportions, with 
emphasis on studying historical aspects rather than the modern-day context. In doing so, 
we hope to understand the background social history, and the environmental factors, as 
well as engineering aspects of each topic. Indoor presentations and discussions are to be 
complemented by occasional site visits. Items for consideration could be from regional, 
national or even from international topics.  Venue - Ben Rhydding Methodist Church Hall 
Times - 2pm to 4pm on alternate Tuesdays, starting September 22nd (13 indoor sessions) 
Cost - probably £18 per year. Contact: Norman Simpson normansimpson51@gmail.com 
 
Roman Empire 
The group will study the Roman Empire at the period of its greatest extent and power, from 
the rise of Caesar Augustus in 31BC to the reign of the emperor Constantine and the rise of 
Christianity in the fourth century AD. A mix of formal lectures and short presentations on 
subjects such as town life, Hadrian’s Wall, Romans in Ilkley, role of women and other 
topics. It is expected that each member of the group will be able to make at least one short 
presentation or talk during the year. Venue: Ben Rhydding Scout Hut. Date and Time: 
monthly on Wednesdays 2pm - 4pm, commencing 23rd September 2020. Contact: Peter 
Butler  pfcbutler@icloud.com 01943 600905 

 
Indoor Ball Games /Physical Activities 

 
Badminton Tuesday afternoon 
We meet weekly to play badminton. There is no tuition given. We welcome new members 
of all abilities.  Members will need their own racquets, and wear appropriate sportswear, 
including trainers with non-marking soles.  
Venue: Ben Rhydding Methodist Church Hall.  Day and Time: Tuesday afternoons from 
2pm to 4pm. 
Contact; Chris Knamiller,  chrisknamiller@hotmail.com.   01943 430634 
 
Badminton - Thursday morning 
We meet to play badminton and welcome members of all abilities. There will be no tuition, 
but beginners will be welcome if they want to give badminton a try. Members will need their 
own racquets and should wear appropriate sports clothing, and have non-marking soles on 
their trainers.  
Venue: The Methodist Church Hall, Ben Rhydding. Day and Time: Thursdays 10am to 12 
noon, Members cover cost of room hire.  Contact: Tony Willson tony.willson@ymail.com 
01535 657568 
 
 
 
 



 

 13 

Racketball 
If you are looking for a great way to get fit and have fun, racketball could be the sport for 
you. Very similar to squash and is played on a squash court with a larger racket and 
bouncier ball, making it easier. So, if you have never picked up a racket before, or the old 
wooden racket is gathering dust, come and join us. We have rackets and balls, so you need 
only sports clothes and trainers with non-marking soles.  
Venue: Ilkley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club Date and Time:   Mondays 10am -12.15pm and 
Wednesdays 14.15 -15.45. Contact: Steve Smith stephen_haigh_smith@yahoo.co.uk 
01535 958945 
Table Tennis – Monday 
Venue: Ilkley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club.  Day and Time:   Monday 10am-12noon  
The cost is £47.50 (provisionally) for two terms      
 Contact: Janet Leach janet.leach@btinternet.com 01943 609323 
Table Tennis – Tuesday  
Table tennis is not only fun and sociable but it’s good for your health too. 
Venue: Abbeyfield, Riddings Road. Day and Time:Tuesday 14.00-16.00    
Costs: about £45 per season including refreshments. Contact: 
establishedgroups@ilklleyu3a.org 
Table Tennis – Thursday  
Table tennis is not only fun and sociable, but it's good for your health too.  
Venue:  Winter Gardens   Day and Time: Thursday 09.30am to 12.30pm  
Contact: Jack Boyd jbsongster@hotmail.com 
Table Tennis – Friday 
Table tennis is not only fun and sociable, but it's good for your health too. 
Venue: Abbeyfield Riddings Road.  Day and Time:  Friday 10am-12 noon Sept 4th 2020 to 
April 30th 2021 (excl Good Friday) Cost approx £70. 
Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
Table Tennis at Ilkley Tennis Club – Friday 
Ample parking and refreshments available, although you may wish to bring a bottle of 
water. Bats provided. No black soled shoes on courts please. 
Venue: Ilkley Tennis Club. Days and time Fridays 10am to 12 noon. Cost: £3 per week. 
Contact: Rosie Carne: rosiecarne@icloud.com 
 
Tai Chi’ 
Tai Chi’ and Chi Kung both include activities which are good for our health. Our group will 
continue along the lines of the past ten years – a sequence of Chi Kung and other 
exercises followed by work on one of the Tai Chi forms. Existing members of the group will 
be given priority in joining, but we may be able to accommodate one or two new members 
(drawn from a sizeable waiting list). Sessions will be run so as to be of benefit of existing 
members and newcomers alike. Meetings Venue:  St Margaret's Parish Hall, Ilkley. Day and 
Time: Monday 11.15am-12.45pm.  
Starting 28th September 2020. Cost: approximately £15                                                                                     
Contact: Jean Smith jeanmsmith50@hotmail.com  
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Languages 
 
French Conversation Thursday AM (even weeks) 
Friendly, supportive conversation group for those who have a reasonable-to-good 
command of French. Topics are decided in advance to give the less confident the 
opportunity to prepare, but we also have less structured meetings on conversational lines.  
Venue: Lister’s Arms in Ilkley.  Date and Time: Fortnightly on Thursdays from 10am-12 
noon (even weeks) beginning 17th September 2020. Contact: 
establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org  
 
French Conversation Thursday AM (odd weeks) 
Friendly, supportive group for those who have a reasonable-to-good command of French, 
with less structured meetings more in keeping with a conversation we might have with 
people in France. Emphasis on improving understanding, fluency and developing 
confidence. Meetings held at the Wheatley Arms, Ben Rhydding on Thursdays from 10am-
12 noon, fortnightly odd weeks. Contact: Jim Hodgson jimdhodgson@gmail.com  
 
French Conversation – Thursday PM (even weeks) 
Catering for all abilities above beginner so don’t be put off if your French is a bit rusty. This 
group enables practice in a friendly and supportive environment. There is no tuition just the 
opportunity to converse on a wide range of topics. Meetings at the Flying Duck (upstairs 
room) Church Street, Ilkley on Thursday fortnightly from 2pm - 3.30pm (even weeks). 
Contact: Vivien Drake  
vivdrake17@gmail.com 01274 771369 
 
Fun French for Francophones 
Members of this friendly, relaxed group have a good command of French. Informal 
approach, no texts or homework but verbal standard of group is sufficient for conversation 
over a wide range of topics. Refreshments purchased from the bar. Meetings on 
Wednesday mornings 10.30am to 12noon. Venue: Craven Heifer. (fortnightly 30th 
September 2020– 20th April 2021).   Contact: s_robins@talktalk.net 01943 831434 
 
French Conversation Monday am 
The group meets every Monday morning at 10am - 12noon to have informal conversations 
in French. No particular level of French is required- just an interest and the desire to speak 
it. There aren't set topics, let alone homework! But one does learn, practice and maintain 
spoken French. The group holds very occasional evening social events such as wine-
tasting. 
Meetings are held weekly at the Lister’s Arms in Ilkley throughout the year (not Bank 
Holidays). Contact: Bill Horton billhortonsshi@hotmail.com 01535 652758  
 
French Conversation – Les ‘Mardi’ Tykes 
A group for those with a reasonable standard of French, to practice their skills in a friendly 
welcoming group. No room charge, but we buy coffee/tea. 
Venue: Craiglands Hotel. Day and Time: Every Tuesday morning from 10 am until 12 noon. 
Contact:  Lesley Latham lesleylatham57@gmail.com  
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German Conversation 
This group is open to anyone who wishes to improve their fluency through lively 
conversation and informal meetings. It is not a formal German language teaching 
class, but aims to accommodate members with varying levels of competency. It allows them 
to practice their skills through topics, and to learn in a friendly, supportive environment. 
Meeting Friday mornings (odd weeks) at the Venue: Red Lion in Burley   Day and time:   
Friday 10am -12 noon. Commencing from October 2nd2020. 
Contact: Fleur Speakman fleurspeakman@btinternet.com 01943 430652 
 
Italian for Improvers 
 If you would like to improve your knowledge of Italian language, this is for you. An 
emphasis on spoken Italian and vocabulary useful for holidays. Led by a native speaker. 
Group size limited to 6.  Venue: Leader’s home in Ilkley. Day and Time: Tuesday mornings 
10am– 12 noon, fortnightly. Waiting list in operation. Contact: Maria Castrignano 
castrignanom@libero.it      01943 816488 
 
Italian Conversation 1 
Meetings are fun, help vocabulary extension and include informal discussions, using 
articles read in Italian to promote conversation, listening to CDs and playing games. The 
group at present is full but if you wish to be put on a waiting list or to have some help 
starting another group please contact the Leaders. Meetings held at the Leaders’ home on 
alternate Mondays from 2.30pm - 4.40pm (odd weeks). Contact: Andre Botherway 
andrebotherway@gmail.com   01943 816638 
 
Italian Conversation 2 
This group is intentionally small to allow time for everyone to contribute and it does not 
often have space. If you wish to join a waiting list for the group, please contact Angela 
Sadgrove amsadgrove@gmail.com. 
 
Latin – Understanding Latin  
The group will be using the Cambridge Latin Course beginning with Book 1 to develop or 
reinforce understanding of Latin. This group would be suitable for those who have little 
knowledge of the language but are keen to learn.  
Venue Leader’s home in Ilkley. Day and time: Alternate Fridays 10.30 Starting October 2nd 
Contact: John Cockshott jcockshott@uwclub.net   01943 601561 
 
Spanish Conversation – Advanced 
This Spanish Conversation Group is for people with a fair working knowledge of Spanish. 
Most importantly, to work toward listening and speaking fluency, but also to improve their 
accuracy and pronunciation. We converse in Spanish as much as possible.  We read and 
translate articles of interest in Spanish, which members bring to the meetings. We are open 
to suggestions of anything that promotes our understanding and speaking of the Spanish 
language 
Weekly meetings feature exercises, homework and tuition. 
Venue:  St. John's Church Hall, Ben Rhydding Day and Time: Wednesdays from 2pm – 
4pm.  

Leader: Pamela Drake pameladrake@talktalk.net   01274 564427  
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Spanish – Intermediate 
This group is suitable for those with some knowledge of speaking/reading Spanish. Our 
group is a friendly, self-help group as we do not have an expert at present. We are using a 
GCSE Revision book and workbook. Sessions have speaking, listening, reading and 
translation elements. Meetings Venue: St. John's Church Hall, Ben Rhydding.  Day and 
Time: Wednesdays from 2pm- 4pm weekly. Contact Leader for start date. Costs: hire of 
Hall and refreshments. New members welcome.  
Contact: Rosy Warburton rosywuk@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

Literature and Writing 
 
Exploring English 
A repeat of a previous course looking at the history and development of the English 
language from Celtic to the present day - and where do we go from here? 
Contributions will be welcome and there will be surprises and laughs along the way. A tea 
break will be included. Meetings are held on Thursdays from 2-4pm in the Dales Room at 
Christchurch. Contact: Ann Johnson:  johnsonsilkley@icloud.com 
 
Book Reviews 
This is a very informal and relaxed group where members can read any book of their choice 
(fiction or non-fiction) and then discuss it at the meeting. 
Venue: The Red Lion, Burley-in-Wharfedale 
Day and time: Monday at 2p.m every 5 or 6 weeks as agreed at the meetings. Members 
have the option to meet at 1p.m for lunch before the meeting. 
Cost: cost of refreshments only 
Contact: Catherine.Liversedge@btinternet.com 
 
Creative Writing  
We are a friendly and welcoming group holding informal, weekly meetings focused on 
creative writing, listening and learning.  Members suggest subjects and read out their 
contribution the following week.  Readings are usually followed by a friendly 
discussion.  Some members are also working on longer projects and from time to time read 
extracts to the group.  The group also has a blog (https://seniorscribblers.com) where a 
selection of our writing is published.  
Venue: Wheatley Arms Hotel, Ben Rhydding. Day and time: Every Friday 9.30-11.30am.  
Contact: Tony Armstrong. tonyarmstrong68@gmail.com 
Crime Readers 
An appreciation, appraisal and critical assessment of crime novels and authors by a group 
of crime reading enthusiasts. Discussions are based on themes and authors with no set 
texts. We review news of author events and "new blood" i.e. authors not previously known 
to group members.  During the season we choose two books to read, showing the film 
adaptation thereafter to compare and contrast.   Trips to author events, writing festivals, 
and cinema and theatre showings are arranged. Guest speakers and published authors 
have spoken to group meetings. 
Venue: The Wheatley Arms, Ben Rhydding. Day and time: Monday 2-4pm. Cost: Average 
£3.50 per meeting, payable at the beginning of the year. 
Dates: odd weeks commencing 7th September 2020 and 18th January 2021. No meetings 
in December - a lunch to be arranged. Review meeting and planning for next year 26th April 
Contact: Brian Madden stratabd@aol.com  
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Literary Classics 
Each fortnight we select a high quality, memorable novel and members take it in turn to 
prepare and lead the class on a book of their choice. The novel selected may be serious 
and lengthy, but discussion is invariably lively and entertaining. In  the coming year we 
hope to include Lawrence's ‘Women in Love’, ‘Buddenbrooks’ by Thomas Mann, and 
Waugh's ‘Men at Arms’. Venue: Dales Room, Christchurch, The Grove, Ilkley. 
Day and time: Wednesdays 10-12 noon, fortnightly commencing 30th September for 2 
terms 
Contact: Campion Rollinson campion.rollinson@hotmail.co.uk tel. 07760 155260 and Kate 
Jackson kjackson157@btinternet.com tel. 07875 891184 
 
Plays and Theatre 
Visits are organised for members to see a selection of plays in regional theatres, with 
transport arranged to those beyond Leeds and Bradford. At our monthly meetings, 
members participate by introducing forthcoming plays and discussing those that we have 
seen. In the 2019-2020 season we visited Sheffield, Salford, Leeds and York.   
Venue: St. Margaret’s Church Hall, Queens Road, Ilkley. Day and time: 2nd Wednesday of 
the month 1.45 - 3.30. Cost: £10.00 
Membership secretary: chrissie.binw@hotmail.com 
 
Play reading 
Choices can be made from a variety of plays from different era and genres.They can be 
one or two act plays such as dramas. murder mysteries, comedies, farces and modern. 
Members can recommend or choose a play as well as help in sharing out parts. The role of 
the characters can be discussed in deciding which plays to select. Hopefully it will be a 
theatre without sets for general enjoyment! 
Venue: TBA    
Date and times:   
Approximate cost to members: TBA   
Contact: RIchard Thackrah  01943 831032 
richardthackrah222@gmail.com   
 
Poetry Choices 
Selection and discussion of poems by poets of the last 600 years. The poems are chosen 
on a theme agreed by group participants.  
Venue: Burley in Wharfedale Library 
Day and time: Wednesdays 10-12noon  
Cost: between £1 and £2 per session 
Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Poetry Exchange 
If you love poetry and enjoy sharing it with friends, this is for you! We meet fortnightly, each 
bringing along one or two short poems on an agreed theme. We read these aloud to the 
group – sometimes discuss them, sometimes just pause to reflect and then move on to the 
next. By the end of the course we have all rediscovered old favourites and found new ones 
Venue - Leader’s home 
Cost - free 
Day and time: Tuesday 2-4p.m fortnightly. 6 sessions starting 6th Oct 
Contact: Jenny Dixon jenifer.dixon@talktalk.net Phone 01943 600132 
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Poetry for Pleasure 
This group will appeal to Poetry lovers of all kinds.  The group hopes to look at Poetry 
themes, and values contributions from members. 
Venue: Organiser’s home address 
Day and time: Fortnightly on Tuesdays from 2-3.30. Commencing 15th Sept. 2020 
Cost: None 
Contact: bettystringer@btinternet.com. The group size is limited to help discussion and 
sharing 
 
Poetry Writing 
We are a smallish friendly group - our size being limited by the size of ‘our’ table in Outside 
the Box. We take it in turns to provide prompts for freewriting and first drafts of poems. We 
also set ourselves ‘homework’ for something a little more considered, to share with the 
group at our next meeting.   
Venue: Outside the Box café. 
Day and time: fortnightly on Fridays from 10-11.30 
Cost: the cost of refreshments purchased in the café 
Contact: Peter Speller   peter_speller@sky.com  
 
Readers Group 1 
We are a friendly relaxed group who meet to discuss a wide range of books: classic novels, 
modern fiction, memoir/biography… 
Venue: The Wheatley Arms Ben Rhydding 
Day and time: Tuesday 2pm fortnightly. In 2020, 6 sessions commencing 29th Sept and 6 
sessions in 2021 
Cost: £3.50 per session (includes refreshments) 
Contact: Margaret Cook mcrombalds@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Readers Group 2 
We meet to discuss a wide range of books from standard 'classics' to more challenging 
modern fiction. We hope to start the season with Pat Barker's 'The Silence of the Girls'. 
Venue: The Wheatley Arms, Ben Rhydding TBC 
Dates: Tuesdays 2pm to 4pm fortnightly from September 22nd 2020 
Cost: £3.50 per session (includes refreshments) 
Contact: Doreen Anderson, doreenanderson2@aol.com     Tel: 01274563736 
 
Reading in Schools 
Ilkley U3A has engaged with local primary schools and one preparatory school in devising 
an arrangement whereby U3A members can listen to individual pupils reading aloud. 
Opportunities for members to become involved may generally arise twice a year: at Spring 
Bank Holiday for a September start; and at Christmas for a post February Half Term start. 
The time gaps are needed for volunteers to acquire Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) 
clearance and for a familiarisation/induction visit to a school before starting. Whether or not 
an opportunity will arise for a volunteer, depends on: a current reader helper giving notice; 
the times required by a school; and the available times of the volunteer. 
Venue: selected schools in the district 
Day and time: In undertaking this role, volunteers are asked to commit to attending a school 
weekly at the same time every week during term time (typically 1.00pm to 2.30pm) for 
either half a year or a full year depending upon the school 
Cost: none 
Contact: Geoff Howard ghoward44@outlook.com 
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Reading Non-fiction  
A read and discuss group for non-fiction books: Biography, history, philosophy, science, 
politics, travel, environment, nature - anything so long as it is not fiction. 
Venue: BarTat Pub, Cunliffe Road, Ilkley 
Day and time: 2-4p.m, fourth Wednesday of every month 
Cost: only the purchase of books; none if the library can help  
Contact: Roy Grooby roygrooby@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Writing for Pleasure  
Are you someone who enjoys writing fact, fiction, or the occasional poem?  We are a small 
group looking to extend our membership.  Our aim is to enjoy writing - which we do by 
taking it in turn to set an exercise for discussion to be developed further at home.  This is 
then read to the group at our next meeting which, of course, means we have to restrict our 
membership so that everyone’s work can be heard.  The subject can be anything from 
writing a story around one word, a modern version of a fairy-tale, newspaper headings, to a 
sequel of a well-known story and anything in-between. 
Venue: The Wheatley Arms, Ben Rhydding 
Day and time: alternate Tuesdays, 2-4p.m 
Cost: There is no fee but we are expected to buy a drink.  We sometimes meet at 12:30 to 
have an enjoyable fish and chip lunch.  This is not compulsory but highly recommended!  
Contact: Margaret McCabe mccabe580@btinternet.com 
 
Writing your Life Story - Introduction 
Everyone has a story to tell, whether it is for you, your grandchildren or to be published at a 
later date, - and there is not a better story than your own life story. 
We have lively discussions about a series of past events in our lives and everyone is 
encouraged to read out everything they have written. Give it a go. You’ll be glad you did 
and so will those fortunate enough to read it.  
Venue: The Listers Arms, Ilkley 
Day and time: Alternate Mondays 11-12.30 
Cost: Cost of refreshments only 
Contact: Caroline Berry baildonberrys@gmail.com 
 
Writing your Life Story - Continuation 
This is a group for members of the original Writing Your Life Story group. We have lively 
discussions about a series of past events in our lives and everyone is encouraged to read 
out anything they have written.  Give it a go.  You'll be glad you did ....and so will those 
fortunate enough to read it. 
Venue: The Lister’s Arms, Ilkley 
Day and time: Alternate Mondays 11-12.30 
Cost: cost of refreshments only 
Contact: Caroline Berry baildonberrys@gmail.com 
 

Music 
 
Guitar Improvers 
We keep the group small and encourage members to contribute songs and follow the style 
they want to pursue. You need to bring your own acoustic guitar, in basic working condition. 
Venue: Group meets at Michael Beatham’s house. Please contact Michael for details. 
Day and time: Tuesday afternoons at 2.30, weekly 
Cost: No cost involved 
Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
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Guitar Intermediate 
We are not teachers or experts, but we take responsibility for co-ordinating a weekly 
session, with an expectation that members all contribute, establishing a setting where we 
stimulate and learn from each other. Material tends to be folk, blues and rock/pop music. All 
music is published on a database shared with members on google drive, generally brought 
in on iPads and tablets. Outings and additional events are encouraged. New members are 
welcome, but need to know their various chord shapes, and be able to change reasonably 
fluently. 
Venue: Upstairs at Ilkley Moor Vaults, opposite the Catholic Church. Group Members 
collectively attend other music sessions and concerts from time-to-time, sometimes 
organising specialist events and learning.  
We have developed a new initiative playing and entertaining in local Care Homes.  
Day and time: Tuesday 1300-1500 all the year round 
Cost: the venue is free so members are expected to buy a drink, not necessarily alcoholic 
Contact: Peter Mate (01943-609401) petermate2@gmail.com or Richard Hersey. 
 
Handbell Ringing 
This is a new group which aims to teach you the art of handbell ringing and will be held 
weekly in Otley. There will be a small charge for music and the room hire. Meetings will be 
led by members of Chevin Handbell Ringers  
Venue: The Labour Rooms, Nelson Street, Otley 
Day and time: Thursday afternoons from 2pm - 3 from 3rd September 2020.   
Contact: Sue Raffo  susanraffo@gmail.com   01943 464087 
 
Listening to Music 
Two hours of relaxing and listening to music chosen by group members. 
Venue: The organiser’s home in Ilkley.  
Day and time: Friday 2-4p.m, once a month commencing 18th September 
Cost: no charge 
Contact: Muriel Jones m.jones8712btinternet.com tel. 01943 817373 
 
Opera Group 
This is a small group which goes to Operas in Leeds. As all tickets are booked in advance 
of the new season, it does not often have any spaces. If interested, please contact: 
establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Piano Duets 
Calling “rusty” pianists! Do you no longer play as much as you used to? Do you find it hard 
to fit piano playing into your days, even though you enjoy doing it? Playing duets is more 
sociable, more fun, and makes a bigger sound. And having something to aim for will 
motivate you to sit down at the keyboard. Why not come and give it a try.  
Venue: Members’ homes for practice. We hire a room for our whole group get togethers, 
four times during the calendar year.  
Day and time: Practice in pairs is of course totally flexible. Our 4 whole group meetings are 
on Thursday mornings 10 a.m - 12 noon 
Cost: Fee £6.00 to cover room hire for the year. You may need to purchase some sheet 
music.  
Contact: Pam Harris olicanapam@gmail.com 
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Recorders make Music 
The group explores recorder solo and ensemble music from all ages and in different styles. 
Descant, treble, tenor and bass instruments are included. An ability to read music is 
essential. 
Venue: St. Peter’s Church Hall, Addingham 
Day and time: Tuesday 2 - 4pm on the following dates. 
10 and 24 September, 8 and 22 October, 5 and 19 November and 3 December 2019. 
14 and 28 January, 11 and 25 February and 10 and 24 March 2020. 
Cost: hire of the hall - final cost depends on number of members 
Contact: Margaret Widdowson margaretwidd3@btinternet.com 
 
Rock n’ Roll 
A group of experienced musicians playing primarily Rock ‘n Roll music and also dancers 
are welcome to join. Our aim is to have a rocking good time either playing good old Rock n 
Roll or dancing to the best Rock n Roll gathering in the area! 
Venue: The Ilkley Moor Vaults 
Day and time: Fortnightly on Thursdays 1300-1445. Contact leader for exact dates. 
Cost: cost of refreshments 
Contact: John Mitchell. titchmitch2003@aol.com 
 
Singalong4Fun 
Do you love to sing but are concerned that you are not “good enough” for a more formal 
choir? We sing just for the joy of it. No concerts to prepare for, no audience to judge us. No 
commitment to come to every meeting. A small relaxed fortnightly singing group of 20+ 
members. There is no Choir Master but we do have two excellent pianists. We will sing 
popular songs from yesteryear. Suggestions for additions to the programme are 
welcome.  Every session is run by a ‘Chairman’, - in that they will organise the songs we 
are going to sing. Song sheets will be produced and handed round. No musical knowledge 
is required. Venue: The Library, Clevedon House, Ben Rhydding, LS29 8AQ. Day and time: 
Sessions are on Mondays from 14:00 to about 16:00. Please contact David for further 
details. Costs: TBA. Contact: David Hewitt d_j_hewitt@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Singing for Pleasure 
The Singing for Pleasure group meets to sing and enjoy music. We sing music from the 
13th century to the 20th century, some serious and some less so, and from many countries. 
Music from any repertoire can be sung and members are actively encouraged to suggest 
new works. 
Sessions will last at least 2 hours with a coffee break after an hour. The first hour will 
consist of warm-ups etc. plus learning new works or working on existing pieces, and the 
final 45 minutes consists of members’ choices.  
Musical knowledge is always useful, but this group is open to anyone who enjoys singing.  
Venue: St. John’s Church, Ben Rhydding. Day and time: Alternate Tuesdays commencing 
8th September 2020, January - April 2021 commencing 5th January.  Cost: approx. £15 per 
term. 
Contact: Brian Mason masonbm@gmail.com 
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Swinging 60s Music 
If you remember the 60’s, you weren’t there! We prove that we were and remember the 
time when music was music!  We meet each week to play and sing the music of the 1960’s 
and have fun doing it. 
All the favourites we know and love. Come and join us for a trip down memory lane and 
relive the music of your younger days. 
Venue: Upstairs room of the Ilkley Moor Vaults aka The Taps, Ilkley 
Day and time: Wednesday afternoons 12.45 to 2.45pm 
Cost: You are expected to buy a hot or cold drink each week as the venue does not charge 
a fee 
Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Ukelele 1 
We meet to play the ukulele and sing for our own enjoyment and to improve our playing, 
with occasional performances. The group is self-taught, and all members contribute to the 
sessions. We currently are at the limit of the capacity for the venue so are not open to new 
members. 
Venue: The Bar T’at Pub, Cunliffe Road, Ilkley 
Day and time: Thursday afternoons, 3:15 - 5pm, throughout the year. 
Cost:      Refreshments to support free room 
Contact: estabishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Ukelele 2 
We are a continuation group where members are encouraged to participate and learn from 
each other whilst having fun!  New members with some playing ability are welcome to join 
us.  
Venue: The Red Lion, Burley in Wharfedale 
Day and time: Fortnightly on Wednesday afternoons from 2pm - 4pm from 2nd September 
2020.  
Contact: Sue Raffo  susanjraffo@gmail.com  01943 464087 

 
Outdoor Physical Activities 

 
Boules (Pétanque) 
What could be pleasanter than spending a warm summer evening in pleasant company and 
playing boules?  
This group welcomes all players, whether beginners or those with experience. There should 
be someone there who knows the rules and will help those with little or no experience. 
You do not need to commit to buying your own set of boules straight away if you have not 
played before. There should be boules available for you to borrow for your first games. 
Clothing - just casual clothing and flat comfortable shoes, probably not sandals. 
Venue: Audley Clevedon, Ben Rhydding Drive, Ilkley 
Day and time: Thursdays 4.30 - 6.30 from mid-April. The season lasts as long as the 
weather allows. Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
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Bowls - Flat Green 
New and returning members are invited to join us to play on the club’s superbly tended 
lawns. Coaching will be given to beginners and those who wish to improve their existing 
skills. All playing equipment (including a good range of sizes of bowls) can be provided. 
Please bring comfortable flat soled shoes.  
Venue: Ben Rhydding Bowls Club (BRBC), Coutances Way, Leeds Road (A65),Ben 
Rhydding, LS29 8AW Day and time: Monday 13.45 - 16.00, Bank Holidays 10.45 - 13.00. 
Cost: £30 for 20+sessions. Those who wish to play in the Monday U3A sessions and also in 
the Ben Rhydding Bowls club’s afternoon sessions on Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 
and bank holidays, can do so by just joining the bowls club. This is £30 in the first year and 
£60 thereafter.  
Each time a person plays there is a green fee of £1, including free tea and biscuits. 
Contact: Peter Kierman peterkierman@hotmail.com 
 
Croquet Beginners 
Come and learn the basics of this fascinating game with qualified Croquet Association 
coaches. 
Venue: Ben Rhydding Croquet Club at Ben Rhydding Sports Club, Coutances Way, Ilkley 
Day and time: Six weeks in early summer 2021. Dates to be arranged closer to the time. 
Cost: £35 in 2020 
Contact: Cathy O’Brien cathyobrien52@gmail.com 
 
Walking Cricket 
Walking cricket aims to create an interesting mixed sport that improves fitness and enables 
participants to have fun as part of a team experience. You don’t have be ultra-fit and there’s 
no running involved. This group is open to any members. We were due to start in April 2020 
but were stopped by Coronavirus and will start next season when we can. So, look for 
announcements in early spring 2021. Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Tai Chi in the Park 
Tai Chi and Chi Jung both include activities which are good for our health. Our group will 
continue along the lines of the past 11 years - a sequence of Chi Kung and other exercises 
followed by work on one of the Tai Chi forms.  
Existing members of the group will be given priority in joining, but we may be able to 
accommodate one or two new members (drawn from a sizeable waiting list). Sessions will 
be run so as to be of benefit to existing members and newcomers alike.  
Summer 2020: The Tai Chi group meets 10.30-11.45am on Mondays, weather permitting, 
at Riverside Gardens. We will continue until mid-August. All U3A members are welcome to 
join us as there are no space limitations. If you have not been before please make yourself 
known to Jim Butterfield, Peter Maufe or Jean Smith on the day or by phone or email 
beforehand. 
Venue from September onward: St. Margaret’s Church Hall, Ilkley 
Day and time: Monday 10.30 - 11.45 2020: 28th September to 14th December and 2021: 
4th January to 22nd March 
Cost: approx. £15 
Contact: Jean Smith jeansmith50@hotmail.com 
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Dales Walking Group 
This friendly group aims to explore the scenery, history and wildlife of the countryside. The 
group members take it in turns to reconnoiter and lead the walks, which are usually around 
7 to 8 miles in length, and of about 4 hours duration. We carry with us a mid-morning drink 
and a packed lunch, and aim to visit a tearoom at the end of the walk.  Members take turns 
in organising and leading the walks. Details of each walk are sent out by email. Car sharing 
is encouraged. Sorry but no dogs. 
Day and time: Fortnightly on Thursday from September 19th to July.  The group meets at 
09.45 for 10.00 walk start.  
Contact: Angie Adam angiejadam@gmail.com 
The group has space for a few new members. 
 
Further and Faster Walking 
 
This group aims to accommodate the wishes of those who would like to do more 
challenging walks. We will walk further (12 to 16 miles) and quicker (approximately 2.25 
miles per hour including stops) than those in the other fortnightly U3A walking groups. We 
will still aim to explore the scenery, history and wildlife of the local countryside. Venue: 
normally meet at Wells Road car park for 8.30 departure. Day: Thursday fortnightly on even 
weeks. Contact: Annetta Kershaw annettakershaw@googlemail.com 
 
Hike to Lunch 
Walks of between 5 and 7 miles, in the Dales within an hour’s drive of Ilkley, ending with 
lunch in a pub. Members are expected to take it in turn to lead a walk having reconnoitered 
both the walk and the pub. Walks last 3 to 3.5 hours. Communications are by email. Sorry 
no dogs. Car sharing wherever possible is encouraged. 
Venue: Dales and South Pennines 
Day and time: Wednesdays on odd weeks from 26th August 2020 through to end of July 
2021. Cost: cost of getting to the meeting place and of lunch in a pub 
Contact: Nourie Elsmore elsmoreemj@talktalk.net 
 
Stroll to Lunch  
The group meets fortnightly, for a leisurely stroll of about 3 miles, avoiding hills and stiles 
and ending up at a suitable pub or cafe for lunch. Members of the group take it in turns to 
lead the stroll and book lunch. If you enjoy fresh air, good food and good company, this is 
the group for you! 
Venue: Various to be arranged 
Day and time: Fortnightly on Wednesdays at 10.30 
Cost: £2 
Contact: Hilary Greaves hlgreaves@btinternet.com or Pat Earle pat.earle1@btinternet.com 
 
Walk to Lunch   
We are a friendly group of walkers who meet for a walk of 5 miles give or take. There will be 
some ascent, a coffee (or tea) break and we finish with a lunch usually in a Dales 
pub.  Members take it in turn to lead, and all communications are by email where possible. 
Venue: Meet at Darwin Gardens, Ilkley for car-share or at the walk start 
Day and time: Fortnightly on Wednesdays throughout the year 
Cost: cost of travel and lunch 
Contact: Colin Beecham moorview2@talktalk.net 
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Walking Hill and Dale 
9-12 miles at a good moderate pace. Members will be encouraged to lead a walk. Help will 
be given if needed.  
Venue: Meet at the free car park at the top of Wells Road or the town centre car park, 
whichever is more convenient 
Day: Thursdays on odd numbered weeks 
Cost: car share costs only 
Contact: Heather Williams mhcraven@talktalk.net 
 
Walking 10 to Tea 
Walking 10 to Tea offers a variety of walks between 6 and 8 miles long, at a moderate 
pace, usually in the Dales but also more locally.  We have a stop for a picnic lunch and 
afterwards go to a cafe for refreshments.  We take it in turns to lead the walks. 
Venue: We meet at the walk starting point or, if car sharing, Easby Drive. 
Day and time: fortnightly on Thursdays 
Cost: We give £2 each to the driver for car sharing. 
Contact: Michael Pulford michael.pulford@yahoo.co.uk 
We are currently full and have a waiting list. 
 
Walking Moor and Dale 
9-12 miles at a good moderate pace. Members will be encouraged to lead a walk but help 
will be given if needed. 
Venue: Meet at the free car park at the top of Wells Road or the town centre car park, 
whichever is more convenient 
Day: Thursdays on even numbered weeks 
Cost: car share costs only 
Contact: Heather Williams mhcraven@talktalk.net 
 
Walking at the Weekend  
The “Walking at the Weekends” group is a friendly and very sociable group which may 
explain why membership continues to grow. We encourage new members and ensure they 
receive a big welcome into the group. The group aims to provide a range of walks 
throughout the year.  
Walks vary in difficulty and distance (5-8 miles) but the key aim is to provide a variety of 
ways within the ability of the group and that there is something to suite everyone over the 
year. A number of the group members plan and lead walks during the year, for which 
support and help is available for those who have not led a walk before. 
Venue: Meet at Darwin Gardens, Ilkley 
Day and time: the first Saturday and third Sunday of each month throughout the year, usual 
start time 09.30 
Cost: passengers contribute to the driver’s fuel costs 
Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
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Wayfarers 
Wayfarers consists of members experienced and fit enough to walk between eleven and 
thirteen miles (possibly with a cumulative ascent of between 1000’ and 2000’) at a medium 
to fast pace. All members receive details about a planned walk by email 10 days before the 
walk. 
Walks may be local or at a maximum 1.5 hours drive from Ilkley. All members of the group, 
who wish to do so, are encouraged to lead a walk from time to time and support is available 
to group members who are not used to planning and leading a walk. 
Day: Walks are on the fourth Wednesday of every month. New walkers are always 
welcome any time during the year.  
Cost: There is no joining fee. However, there is sharing of the cost of petrol/diesel and 
parking when using cars to get to the walk start. Costs are usually paid on arrival at the 
walk start. 
Contact: Mike Pilling m.j.pilling@leeds.ac.uk 
 
 

Photography and Video 
 
Photography Beginners 
A friendly collaborative group composed of people who want to learn about their 
cameras.  Learn how to take better photographs and look at the basics of photography in 
general. If you have a camera but are puzzled by all the buttons, then this group is for 
you.  Members will learn together about photography and have fun doing it 
Venue:  Horse & Farrier Pub, Bridge Street, Otley. LS21 1BQ. 
Day and time: Wednesday, 2.30 to 4.30pm, fortnightly from 4th November 2020, with a total 
of 12 meetings. 
Cost: Small charge for room hire and refreshments which is divided by number in group. 
Total cost payable at first meeting. Contact: Peter Robinson robbo4u@btinternet.com 
 
Photography Intermediate 
The aim of this group is to cater for those with an interest in photography who want to 
improve their skills.  You can will need either a bridge, DSLR or mirrorless camera and will 
need some editing software.  The content of the group sessions will be determined by the 
members. Members will be encouraged to work on projects and to show their work and to 
contribute to sessions.  Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for 7 months 
in the Dales Room. Start date: TBA. Costs: room hire to be advised. Contact: 
mezzapod@gmail.com for more information 
 
Photography Skills 
This group caters for the needs of enthusiastic amateurs looking to improve their 
photography by working on a series of challenges on location. Members should be regular 
users of DSLR or CSC cameras and be familiar with their camera’s settings, although not 
necessarily totally confident in their use. Members will also need a tripod, computer and 
suitable photo-processing software. We aim to learn from each other and all members 
contribute to meetings and arranging outings.  Members should be ready to accept 
constructive comments on their work. 
Meetings are a mix of indoor and outdoor and take place on the 1st Tuesday of each month 
from October to April. Contact: mezzapod@gmail.com for more information 
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Video Group 
We are currently a group of 9 members working as a team on a 10-minute film set in 
Riverside Gardens, Ilkley. Members have different roles: we have a scriptwriter, 2 actors, 3 
cabers, a sound person. We take it in turn to direct different scenes and most of us practice 
editing. A member of the local movie club leads us with technical issues and general 
advice. New members to the group are welcome. All you need to bring is enthusiasm.  
Venue: organiser’s home in Ilkley. Day and time: We meet once a month plus filming 
sessions on location. Cost: none.  
Contact: Neil Stephens neil@nebstone.co.uk 
 
 

Religion 
 
Religions of the World 
This is a friendly and sociable group, between 30 and 40 members (with no upper limit on 
numbers). Our aim is to learn about beliefs, traditions, cultures and practices encompassing 
a variety of religions - and how they might be portrayed. We explore the religions by inviting 
guest speakers to each meeting, during which we encourage open discussions about the 
differences and similarities amongst religions. During the summer we try and arrange two 
separate visits to local places of worship from diverse religions.  
Venue: The Scout Hut, Wheatley Lane, Ben Rhydding, LS29 8ET 
Day and time: Alternate Wednesdays 2-4p.m, commencing 6th Sept. 6 sessions before and 
6 after Christmas.  
Cost: £10 per 6 sessions including coffee/tea and biscuits. 
Contact: Sheila York sheila88york@gmail.com 

 
Science, Technology and Environment 

 
Birdwatching 

The group welcomes anyone with an interest in birds and other wildlife, whether 
experienced or beginners. We are led by Andrew Kelly who is a keen birder and recorder 
for Wharfedale Naturalists. We will meet at least once a month, often on a Tuesday. We will 
additionally try to arrange an occasional Friday as well, and the times will vary as 
appropriate. A programme will be circulated to allow members to manage their 
diaries. Some of the meetings will include walks so a basic level of fitness and energy are 
needed. You will need suitable protective clothing and footwear; a pair of binoculars and a 
pocket ‘Birds’ guide book would be helpful, but not essential. Leader: Andrew Kelly. 
Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
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Science and Technology Tuesdays 
We arrange a series of indoor meetings featuring presentations of scientific/technology 
subjects, given either by members or visiting speakers. The meetings alternate on a roughly 
fortnightly basis with visits to places of scientific or technological interest. 
Planned visits for 2020 include: A Flag and Banner printer, a Jukebox Factory, an Amazon 
fulfilment centre, Magna and the Anderton boat lift, and a Salt works. Subjects of talks 
planned for the year include: Non-ionising Radiations, Use of Drones and AI for 
Infrastructure Management, Carbon Capture Technology and Space Weather.  
You don’t need to be a scientist. As long as you are interested in learning how and why 
things work you will learn a lot and get much enjoyment from membership of this group.  
Venue: Jack Lofthouse Annexe of the Clarke Foley Centre.  
Day and time: Talks: 10 - 12 noon. 2020 20th Sept,20th Oct, 17th Nov, 2021 5th Jan, 2nd 
Feb, 2nd Mar 
Visits: 2020 6th Oct,3rd Nov, 1st Dec, 2021 19th Jan, 16th Feb, 23rd Mar (to be confirmed) 
Cost: £12 for room hire. Members are responsible for the cost of the visit in which they take 
part 
Contact: Steve Crossley-Smith crossleysmith@btinternet.com 
 
Science and Technology Wednesdays 
This group is run on the same highly successful lines as the Tuesday group with a series of 
meetings featuring presentations given either by members of the group or visiting speakers. 
The meetings alternate with visits to places of scientific or technological interest.  
You don’t need to be a scientist. As long as you are interested in learning how things work, 
you will get something out of this group. Most dates will be talks but once Covid-19 
restrictions abate, we hope to arrange several visits.  
Venue: the Jack Lofthouse Annexe of the Clarke Foley Centre.  
Day and time: 14 meetings 10-12. 2020 9th and 23rd Sept, 7th and 21st Oct, 4th and 18th 
Nov, 2nd and 16th Dec. 2021: 13th and 27th Jan, 10th and 24th Feb, 10th and 24th March 
Cost: there is an annual charge for room hire. Members will be responsible for the cost of 
visits in which they choose to take part.  
Contact: Carol Taylor caroltaylorilkley@mail.com 
 
Electronics and Computing for Beginners  
This new group is about learning electronics and computing to make projects that can relate 
to real applications. The basis of it is to use the Arduino components controlled with a 
computer programme. Members do not need a high level of computer knowledge as we 
start from real basics on a voyage of discovery. 
Participants will need to have access to a computer and be prepared to spend a small 
amount of money on Arduino components for their own experiments (approximately £30  
initially, and maybe a similar amount each year thereafter). The intention of the meetings 
will be to learn the necessary principles to enable participants to do their own thing and 
then share their results with other members. In the longer term it may be possible to plan 
more complex projects with the development work shared between members.  
Venue: Organiser’s home 
Day and time: to be confirmed 
Cost: Cost of Arduino equipment 
Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
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Environment Forum 
Meetings are a mixture of presentations and informal discussions, some with external 
speakers.  Over the past year, topics have included climate change, food waste, 
biodiversity and the problems of hill farming. The group also carries out visits to places of 
environmental interest.  
Venue: Ilkley Playhouse 
Day and time: The third Friday of each month from 10.30-12.30 commencing 18th Sept 
Cost: Approx. £20 per year (includes coffee/tea and biscuits) 
Contact:  Gwen Pilling gwenda.pilling@gmail.com tel. 01943 608239 
The group is currently at capacity for the size of the room and we have a short waiting list. 
 
The Shed Group 
The Shed Group has moved from its previous home on Railway Road. We are now located 
close to the town on the A65 shortly after the traffic lights at Victoria Avenue. We have two 
small workshops, one for woodwork and one for metal work. The workshops are well 
equipped with a wide range of hand and power tools. New users will be trained with each 
piece of equipment before use and a training record will be maintained.  
One essential of The Shed is to have a chance to review project plans and have a chat over 
a cup of tea. Project suggestions and advice will be provided for projects such as building 
or repairing indoor or garden furniture, DIY and making toys. Whilst I am writing this we are 
in lockdown and many of the details of our new venue are yet to be resolved such as cost, 
timing of sessions etc. These will be established shortly.  
Contact: Steve Walker stephen.walker34@btinternet.com 

 
Transport 

 
Aviation   
U3A aviation group explores any aspect of civil and military aviation. Our members come 
from a wide variety of backgrounds, (not necessarily aviation!) and share a wide variety of 
interests. We have an interesting programme scheduled for 2020/21 but this is very much 
open to review depending on the continuing effects of the Coronavirus situation and 
government guidelines. We would normally meet on the first Wednesday of the month 
commencing in October and ending the following April. Currently we are having a ‘ZOOM’ 
meeting every fortnight and if ‘normality’ is not possible by October, we plan to continue this 
way of operating until it is safe to revert to our normal monthly schedule.  
Leader: John Metcalfe johnmmetcalfe@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Classic vehicles 
You do not need to actually OWN a classic vehicle to join this group: simply to have an 
interest in all forms of historic transport. The group will enjoy learning about a wide range of 
‘classic’ vehicles, not just cars. These might include commercial vehicles, motorcycles, 
traction engines, etc.  
During the autumn and winter months the group will hold indoor meetings with either visiting 
speakers of members’ contributions. During the spring, summer and autumn months they 
will organise a number of runs out (provide the opportunity to travel in a classic vehicle) and 
also attend a number of appropriate events including rallies, shows etc.  
Venue: The Wheatley Arms 
Day and time: the first Friday of each month 10-12 mid-day 
Cost: A contribution of £3.50 per session including tea and biscuits 
Contact: establishedgroups@ilkleyu3a.org 
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Motorbikes 
The aim is to enjoy riding, improve riding skills, or just meet up for a coffee and a chat. With 
the Lakes, Dales and Moors on our doorstep we have ideal biking country so if you are 
looking for an excuse to use your bike or maybe return to biking this is the group for you. 
The group is currently full. 
Day and time: the 1st Friday and 3rd Wednesday of each month throughout the year, 
weather permitting.  
Cost: cost of petrol only 
Contact: Norman Jones normanfjones@hotmail.com 
 
Railways 
A mixture of outside speakers and contributions from our own members. The ethos is very 
friendly and supportive; we are also non-specialist, catering for those whose interest in 
railways is more general as well as life-long railway enthusiasts. There is no limit on 
numbers. 
Venue: the Clarke Foley Centre 
Day and time:  Alternate Tuesday afternoons from 14.15 to 16.15 on the following dates: 
2020: 29 September, 13 and 27 October, 10 and 24 November and 8 and 15 December 
2021: 12 and 26 January, 9 and 23 February, 9, 23 and 30 March 
We also plan a couple of outdoor visits during the year.  
Cost: annual subscription £15. Contact: Robin Leleux robin.leleux@btinternet.com 
 

Groups that travel or visit places of Interests 
    
Historic Houses 
The group visits houses of interest within easy driving distance from March to November. 
Times: We meet monthly but no set day of the week to fit in with house opening days. 
Contact: Bonnie Fourie u3ahouses@gmail.com or Jenny Dixon jennyldixon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Local Landmarks and Lunch 
This is an outdoor local history group. It has been set up to visit local towns, villages and 
landmarks on the basis that individual members research the location(s) and lead the 
respective outing there, as well as finding a suitable hostelry for lunch. It is an early/mid 
summer activity designed to run before the annual holiday season in August. Variable 
walking is involved and the extent of it depends on the locations visited. The length of the 
day depends on the locations visited and the distance travelled.  
Venue: Meet at the day’s excursion venue, as announced.  
Day and time around seven fortnightly outings (with occasional variation) from (probably) 
Tuesday 27th April 2021. Meeting time is usually 10a.m at the venue. 
Contacts: David david@davidwadam.co.uk or Robin robin.lelux@btinternet.com          .  
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Northern Towns 
The aim of the group is to enjoy making new friends whilst participating in interesting visits 
to northern towns, learning more about their history, architecture, industry or other points of 
interest. 
From March to October group members have already organised visits to towns such as 
Hawes, Thirsk, Bury, Otley, York, Ripon, Eyam, Manchester and many more. We use 
personal expertise or local guides. In January and February we enjoy indoor presentations, 
often from our own members and in November we meet for a pre-Christmas lunch. 
Our visits benefit from the U3A tour guide system that has helped everyone to hear the 
various guides and has proved particularly beneficial to those who no longer hear as well as 
once they did! Do join us. We’re sure you’ll have fun.  
Venue: to be advised 
Day and time: The third Thursday of each month excluding December 
Cost: shared costs for transport, entrance fees and guides if required. We pay individually 
for lunch choices. 
Contact: Jean Smith jeansmith50@hotmail.com 
 
Out and About with your Bus Pass 
The aim of the group is to make friends while visiting places of interest in our local area 
using our bus passes.  This could involve not only buses but trains too if necessary for a 
good journey.  Outings take place monthly and can involve museums, exhibitions, short 
walks and anything of interest that we agree on, always including lunch.  Members are 
expected to take a share, with others, in helping to organise visits. 
Venue: As the group decides - will vary each month. 
Day and time: monthly. Days of the week may vary. 
Cost: cost of refreshments and entrance to places of interest 
Contact: Margaret Walton margswalton@live.co.uk 
 
Travel Group  
The Travel Group meets fortnightly on Tuesdays from September to April. The programme 
alternates between indoor meetings with a visiting speaker and full day visits to stimulating 
places of interest, often to venues that are difficult to access individually. 
This popular and successful group also makes longer visits to interesting locations in the 
UK and abroad. Members are expected to join in most of our planned activities. 
Venue: Jack Lofthouse annexe, Clarke Foley Centre, Ilkley 
Day and time: Indoor Meetings & Lectures: 12 January, 9 February, 9 March, 30 March. 
Visits: 26 January, 23 February, 23 March 
Cost: £16.00 joining fee to cover the cost of indoor meetings - room hire, speakers' fees. 
There will be an additional charge for visits to include coach hire, entry fees, specialist 
guides and refreshments. 
Contact: Organiser: Rosemary Hoyle rosemaryhoyle26@gmail.com 01943 608990 
Vacancies: Heather Smith hsmithlomas@gmail.com 
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Voyagers 
Voyagers encourages members to take a lively interest in the world around them, through a 
programme of talks and day outings. We aim to visit places that are not accessible to 
individuals, and that teach us about history, architecture, science, industry, art and leisure. 
We challenge you to come to places you might never have considered, and to learn and 
enjoy. We also offer one or two residential tours each year, one in the UK, and one abroad. 
Programmes are posted to members in August.  
Venue: indoors meetings at the Ilkley Playhouse, Weston Road, Ilkley 
Day and time: 10-12mid-day on Tuesdays. Fortnightly beginning 22nd Sept 2020. Indoor 
meetings alternate with full day outings. 
Cost: £18.00. Members are responsible for the cost of day outings and trips away.  
Contact: Pam Harris olicanapam@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Groups within our U3A 
 
These Groups of Members all carry out task to help the smooth running of our U3A 
 
If you are interested in assisting with any of these groups, please contact the named person 
under the group description.  We have lots of areas that we need help with and any 
contribution no matter how small will be valued. 
 
Catering/Hospitality team 
This is a small group who provide hospitality at our event such as Saturday morning talks, 
special meetings and other events which may take place through the year. If you would like 
to become part of the team, please contact Bonnie Fourie u3ahouses@gmail.com 
 
Communications  
Our primary function is to publicise the activities of Ilkley & District U3A across the Wharfe 
and Aire valleys through print and broadcast media, our website, information bulletin, social 
media and bi-annual newsletter, to keep our members in touch and recruit new members. 
Volunteers with writing or IT skills are always welcomed to our small, dedicated team. 
Contact: communications@ilkleyu3a.org  
 
Community Care  
The Community Care strand of initiatives has been developed over the past couple of 
years, building on our U3A links with other organisations and institutions across the District.  
Under normal circumstances, our Community Care activities include: 
- Reading in Schools: a leading initiative, where a volunteer group of our members are 
trained and DBS registered to support reading in our Primary Schools across the District. 
The group are linked into over a dozen schools across the district, and recently completed 
the successful reading programme with their 50th child. 
-  Care Homes Programme: developing links with our Care Homes across the District, 
taking in music and entertainment from our many U3A groups. A small team links with the 
Homes, and arranges the programme (potential for music, crafts, and other presentations 
by our groups and members). 
- Shed Group: A small group of members working collectively on practical projects and 
repair, inviting in single or otherwise socially-isolated members. 
- Volunteering development: our active members are engaged in Volunteering throughout 
the District, and have contributed strongly into the Covid-19 activities and support into the 
Community. We have strong links with organisations such as Community Action, and Good 
Neighbours. U3A have sponsored and supported recent Community events, including a 
major Volunteer Fair at the Kings Hall, and a showcase for Elderly Health initiatives. A 
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recent initiative involved developing links with Social Prescribers at the Ilkley and 
Addingham Health Clinics, opening up U3A groups and activities.  
- Dementia Friendly U3A: Briefing sessions on Alzheimer’s/Dementia have been offered to 
our members over the past three years, and in excess of 200 of our members have 
attended basic training and briefing sessions. Two of the U3A Trustees are active 
participants in the District Dementia-Friendly Groups.    
For more information contact: petermate2@gmail.com 
 
Events Team 
This team organises the larger U3A gatherings, such as the monthly Saturday Talks, the 
‘Meet the Leaders’ event, the ‘Group Leaders Thank You’ dinner, the AGM and the 
Christmas concert. These essential and enthusiastic volunteers book the venue and 
catering, set up everything, serve the coffee/tea with the help of Catering and Hospitality, 
and clear up afterwards to ensure U3A members get more out of their membership. 
For more information contact: Koopmans@talktalk.net 
 
Governance and Compliance  
We are a small group who review and check that our U3A has all the correct Policies and 
Procedures that we need to work effectively and within Charity Commission rules.  
Anyone with an interest in this area would be very welcome to join us. If you would like to 
know more, please contact chair@ilkleyu3a.org 
 
Groups Team 
This team looks after anything to do with groups. We produce the Programme of Interest 
Booklet, liaise with the web team, help to start new groups, deal with vacancies and waiting 
lists and generally keep all our Group Leaders in contact and as happy as possible. If you 
would like to help us please contact: groups@ilkleyu3a.org for more information 
 
Study Day Team 
This team organises Study days and shorter events of interest throughout the year. Study 
days are when we spend a day focused on a special topic of interest. On the last few years 
we have held a Victorian Study day, events to do with First Aid and an evening about 
Electric Cars. If you would like to help with these days or events in any capacity, please 
contact: Steven Walker stephen.walker34@btinternet.com 
 
Summer Programme Team 
The Summer Programme team co-ordinates the … Summer Programme! 
Believe it or not we are busy for much of the year so summer holiday plans need not deter 
you from joining us.  
Jobs to be done include:  
- keeping a listening idea out for ideas for theme and events, those who might deliver 
events 
- formally seeking events from members and others and pinning down content, dates, times 
to turn these into a programme 
- booking venues, equipment, travel etc  
- publishing the programme on our website and in a leaflet 
- working with the communications team to publicise the programme 
- booking members into events 
- supporting event leaders “on the day” with IT, meeting and greeting, organising 
refreshments 
Contact: summerprogramme@ilkleyu3a.org.uk 
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Trustees 
We have a group of 10 Trustees who look after the overall management of our U3A. Each 
trustee serves for a 3 year period and formal meetings are held every two months with 
other business being conducted between meetings by email. Each Trustee uses their 
experience and life skills to inform decision making and benefit our charity. We need a 
broad range of trustees from different backgrounds to represent our membership. If you 
would like to be involved please contact Anne Eady, our secretary for an initial chat. 
anneeadyilkleyu3a@gmail.com 
 
Website Team  
The website team has responsibility to manage our membership records.  It also plays an 
important role in informing existing and potential members about our groups and 
activities.  The website team therefore supports and works with all of the other functions 
listed in this Programme Booklet.  For more information contact: Octopuss@btinternet.com 
 
Welcoming and Engaging 
The Welcoming and Engaging Group has only one aim: to enable all our Members to enjoy 
the best possible experience from their membership of our U3A. 
All members of the Welcoming and Engaging Team are invited to contribute to any of the 
following activities: 
a) Joining our ‘Welcoming and Engaging Group’ at Saturday speaker meetings. 
b) Attending ‘New Member Meetings’. 
c) Becoming a ‘Buddy’ to one of our members without email to keep them well informed. 
d) Supporting the pastoral care of members in their groups. 
e) Volunteering to support ‘Drop Ins’ in their area. 
f) Suggesting any brilliant ideas you may have! 
Contact Jean Smith - jeansmithilkleyu3a@gmail.com (preferably) or 01943 461485 
 
 
 
 


